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$30.8  million  given  in  ’88  Foreign  Board  appoints 

Annie  A - "  JTi 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Catch-up  con¬ 
tributions  in  November  and 
December  pushed  total  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  gifts  to  the  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering  for  Home  Missions  to 
$30.8  million  at  the  end  of  1988.  . 

Even  though  the  $30,854,398  wasTa 
record  for  the  offering,  total  gifts  fell 
short  of  the  $37.5  million  goal  for  1988 
and  did  not  keep  pace  with  a  4.5  per¬ 
cent  inflation  rate,  Southern  Baptist 
Home  Mission  Board  President  Larry 
Lewis  noted. 

The  $30.8  million  is  an  increase  of 
$611,192,  or  2.02  percent,  over  the  $30.2 


milium  given  through  the  offering  in 
1987. 

When  final  1988  figures  were 
tabulated,  the  2  percent  increase 
ranked  the  third-lowest  in  the  last  25 
years.  Offering  gifts  decreased  in  1970. 
and  increased  only  1.37  percent  in 
1967.  * 

During  the  past  15  years,  gifts 
through  the  special  offering  have  in¬ 
creased  an  average  of  11.3  percent 
each  year,  or  5.15  parent  when  ad¬ 
justed  for  inflation,  Lewis  said.  The 
animal  offering  for  home  missions  has 
not  reached  its  goal  since  1961. 


first  missionary  to  deaf 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  Being 
first  sometimes  means  giving  up 
something.  Mississippian  Janet 
Mayhall  gave  up  her  determination  to 
get  married  and  became  the  first 
Southern  Baptist  career  foreign  mis¬ 
sionary  appointed  to  work  with  the 
deaf. 

She  didn’t  plan  it  that  way,  but  that’s 
the  way  it  worked  out  when  Mayhall 
was  appointed  by  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Foreign  Mission  Board  in 
December  to  go  to  Colombia. 

A  missionary  couple  in  Venezuela, 
David  and  Jerry  Browder,  now  are  ' 
working  full  time  with  the  deaf,  but 
when  they  were  appointed  in  1983, 
they  were  assigned  to  mission 
business  services  in  that  country. 
Several  other  missionaries  par¬ 
ticipate  in  various  deaf  ministries^ 
But  Mayhaltis  the  first  career  mis¬ 
sionary  appointed  specifically  to  work 
with  the  deaf. 

“All  my  life,  I  grew  up  thinking,  ‘I’ll 
get  married  and  have  a  family,’  ”  says 
Mayhall,  of  Magee,  Miss. 

For  years,  however,  God  has  been 
tugging  at  her  heart  to  be  a  mis¬ 
sionary,  she  explains.  But  she  kept 
saying  no  to  God  and  waiting  for  a 
husband,  believing  she  would  not  find 
a  mate  on  the  mission  field. 

While  attending  seminary,  Mayhall 
sometimes  walked  across  campus  in¬ 
tending  to  meet  with  visiting  Foreign 
Mission  Board  missionary  enlistment 
representatives.  But  each  time  she 
turned  back.  She  knew  she  would  say 
no  when  asked:  “Are  you  satisfied 
with  being  single?” 

Eventually  “I  met  the  man  of  my 
dreams,"  Mayhall  relates.  He  was  a 
pastor.  “I  enjoyed  being  with  him,  and 
I  was  ready  to  get  married.  But  I  still 
had  missions  in  the  back  of  my  mind. 


By  Eric  Miller 
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Janet  Mayhall 

and  I  really  didn’t  see  any  way  that 
that  could  occur  if  I  married  him.” 
The  relationship  ended  after  a  few 
months. 

Mayhall  finally  committed  herself 
to  missions  at  a  Christian  singles'  con¬ 
ference  during  a  worship  service  in¬ 
vitation.  The  invitation  hymn  was  “I 
Have  Decided  To  Follow  Jesus.” 

“I  went  up  on  the  second  verse, 
which  says.  Though  none  go  with  me. 
I  still  will  follow,’  ”  she  recalls.  “That 
meant  a  lot  to  me  because  I  was  tell¬ 
ing  God  that  I  would  follow  him  first 
and  then  accept  whatever  or 
whomever  he  brings  into  my  life.” 

Mayhall  is  taking  to  the  mission 
field  an  unusual  capacity  to  under¬ 
stand  people  of  another  culture,  says 


Betty  Law,  FMB  associate  director  for 
Spanish  South  America.  The  daughter 
of  retired  missionaries  David  and 
Ollie  Mayhall  of  Magee,  she  grew  up 
eria.  She  also  worked  as  a  mis- 
journeyman  in  Brazil, 
at  are  “a  separate  cultural 
Law  explains.  "I  think  her 
to  understand  other  cultures 
will  be  an  asset  to  her  in  entering  both 
the  Spanish  culture  of  Colombia  and 
the  deaf  culture  in  Barranquilla  and 
throughout  Colombia." 

After  working  as  a  journeyman, 
Mayhall  earned  a  master's  degree  in 
speech  and  hearing  science  at  the 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  in 
Hattiesburg  and  taught  deaf  students 
at  a  county  school  in  Tifton,  Ga. 

Later  she  taught  brain  damaged 
babies  and  children  in  Arlington. 
Texas.  Before  missionary  appoint¬ 
ment,  she  was  a  missions  education 
consultant  and  minister  with  Deaf  Op¬ 
portunity  Outreach  in  Houston,  an 
organization  that  starts  churches  for 
the  deaf.  She  also  was  a  staff  member 
at  Woodhaven  Baptist  Deaf  Church  in 
Houston. 

Mayhall  will  have  to  learn  not  only 
Spanish,  but  also  Colombian  sign 
language.  “I  don’t  think  there  will  be 
any  classes  in  sign  language.  It’s  go¬ 
ing  to  have  to  come  from  deaf  people 
themselves,”  she  says.  “I’ve  got  to  get 
into  the  deaf  culture  and  find  some 
deaf  people  to  learn  from,  which  is  the 
best  thing  anyway.  I’m  just  going  to 
have  to  trust  the  Lord." 

The  desire  to  be  married  has  not 
gone  away,  Mayhall  admits.  But  one 
doesn’t  have  to  get  married  “to 
become  a  complete  person,"  she  adds. 
“Obeying  God  is  my  primary  respon¬ 
sibility.” 

Eric  Miller  writes  for  the  FMB. 


Pray  that  they  may  believe 


Southern  Baptists  across  America  have  been  asked  to  set  aside  the  week  of  March 
5-11  as  a  week  of  earnest  prayer  for  home  missions  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  leaders 
have  suggested  that  children  and  adults  alike  take  time  each  day,  both  at  church 
and  at  home  to  intercede  on  behalf  of  Southern  Baptists'  3,841  home  missionaries 
and  the  167  million  Americans  who  do  not  know  Jesus  Christ.  The  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering  is  taken  during  the  Week  of  Prayer  for  Home^^for^yhich  pro-  The  projectio 
vides  nearly  half  of  the  budget  of  the  Southern  Baptist 

year's  goal  is  $39  million.  (HMB  photo  by  Richard  Shock)  - - TifrWWUfy ’TOt 


KANSAS  CITY.  Mo.  <BP)  - 
Southern  Baptist  baptisms  for  1988 
will  increase  slightly,  if  projections  by 
the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board  are  on  target. 

The  year-end  forecast  predicts  bap 
tisms  will  increase  2.8  percent  over 
1987  baptisms,  to  348,000  conversions 
to  faith  in  Christ. 

The  projections  continue  the 
denomination's  roller  coaster  ride  for 
baptisms  into  the  latter  half  of  the 
decade.  Baptisms  ended  a  five-year 
decline  in  1985,  were  up  in  1986,  and 
down  in  1987. 

The  projections  are  based  on  infor¬ 
med  by  the  evangelism 
2.8  percent  increase 


By  Joe  Westbury 

will  result  in  a  gain  of  about  9,700  bap¬ 
tisms  from  the  338.495  posted  in  1987. 
said  Gordon  Lawrence,  associate 
director  for  the  HMB  program 
research  department. 

Between  1972  and  1987,  the  number 
of  youth  age  12  to  17  declined  3.3  per¬ 
cent.  but  baptisms  plummeted  more 
than  twice  that  amount.  7.1  percent. 

“We  cannot  blame  our  overall  drop 
in  baptisms  to  a  lack  of  youth  ,  we’re 
simply  not  reaching  youth  now  as  we 
did  previously."  he  warned 
Baptisms  for  that  age  group  drop 
ped  from  297.437  in  1972  to  183,789  last 
year.  However,  adult  baptisms  hold 
steady  and  continue  at  154,706,  he 
explained. 


Southern  Baptists  have  not  baptiz¬ 
ed  more  than  400.000  individuals  since 
1980.  when  429.742  baptisms  were 
recorded.  The  denomination's  highest 
number  of  baptisms  was  445,725, 
recorded  in  1972. 

Carlos  McLeod,  evangelism  direc¬ 
tor  for  Texas  Baptists,  said  any  sus¬ 
tained  increase  “will  not  come  as  a 
result  of  Southern  Baptists  doing 
business  as  usual  ” 

“You  won’t  win  the  nation  to  Jesus 
at  11  a.m.  on  Sunday  morning.  We 
must  take  Christ  to  the  people  who 
need  to  hear  the  gospel  message,”  he 
said. 

Joe  Westbury  writes  for  the  11MB. 


Researcher  projects  SBC  baptisms 
to  rise  2.8  percent  for  1988 


Committee  to  propose  new 
religious  liberty  agency 


Black  churches  find  resources 
in  Southern  Baptist  Convention 


By  Frank  Wm.  White 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  Creation  of  a  new 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  agency 
to  represent  the  convention  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  will  be  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  SBC  Executive  Committee 
when  it  meets  Feb.  20-22. 

The  decision  to  recommend  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  Religious  Liberty  Commis¬ 
sion  was  announced  following  a  Jan. 
5-6  meeting  of  a  seven-member  com¬ 
mittee  appointed  to  study  “alter¬ 
natives”  to  the  relationship  between 
the  SBC  and  the  Baptist  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Public  Affairs,  a  religious 
liberty  coalition  of  nine  Baptist 
denominations  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada. 

Since  its  formation  in  1939,  the 
BJCPA  has  been  the  SBC’s 
spokesman  on  First  Amendment 
issues,  including  church-state  separa¬ 
tion  and  religious  liberty.  The  pro¬ 
gram  statement  governing  SBC  par¬ 
ticipation  notes  the  SBC  recognizes 
the  BJCPA  “as  the  sole  office  in  the 
Washington  area  through  which  it 
maintains  contact  with  the  federal 
government.” 

—  In  recommending  creation  of  the 
new  commission,  the  study  commit¬ 
tee  also  recommended  steps  to  alter 
but  not  terminate  the  relationship  bet¬ 
ween  the  BJCPA  and  the  SBC,  in¬ 
cluding  reducing  SBC  funding  and 
changing  the  way  in  which  those 
funds  are  made  available. 

In  recent  years,  the  SBC  has  direct- 


By  Dan  Martin 

contrary  to  SBC  resolutions  and  is  not 
responsive  nor  accountable  to  the 
SBC. 

Executive  Director  James  M.  Dunn 
also  has  been  criticized  for  his  style 
of  operation. 

Although  the  recommendation  to 
create  the  Religious  Liberty  Commis¬ 
sion,  if  adopted,  would  provide  an  ex¬ 
clusive  Southern  Baptist  First 
Amendment  presence  in  Washington, 
the  study  committee  specified  it 
wishes  to  maintain  a  continuing  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  BJCPA,  cooperating 
“on  those  issues  on  wnich  we  can 
agree” 

The  recommendation,  however, 
would  change  the  way  the  BJCPA 
receives  Southern  Baptist 
Cooperative  Program  unified  budget 
funds.  Currently,  the  organization  — 
although  not  officially  an  SBC  entity 
—  is  funded  directly,  the  same  as  ail 
boards,  institutions,  and  commissions. 

The  change  would  put  funding  in  the 
SBC  operating  budget,  which  is  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  and  includes  expenses  for  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee,  the  annual 
meeting,  the  Baptist  World  Alliance 
contribution  and  all  standing  commit¬ 
tees,  which  are  not  legal  entities  and 
cannot  receive  direct  funding. 

The  recommendation  will  be 
presented  to  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee’s  business  and  finance  subcommit¬ 
tee  during  its  February  meeting.  If  it 
is  approved  there,  it  will  be  recom- 


the  BJCPA,  representing  about  90  per¬ 
cent  of  member  contributions  to  the 
organization’s  budget.  The  total  1988- 
1989  budget  of  the  BJCPA  is  $670,072. 
The  proposed  1989-90  budget  is 
$729,772. 

The  study  committee  recommend¬ 
ed  1989-90  funding  be  reduced  but  did 
not  specify  an  amount.  The  study 
committee  also  voted  to  communicate 
to  the  budgeting  group  that  funds  are 
needed  both  by  the  SBC  Christian  Life 
Commission  for  an  office  in 
Washington  and  by  the  SBC  Public 
Affairs  Committee,  the  18-member 
standing  committee  through  which 
the  SBC  relates  to  the  BJCPA. 

A  third  “communication”  explains 
funding  can  be  reduced  because  “the 
expenses  of  the  Washington  bureau  of 
Baptist  Press  will  no  longer  fall  under 
the  purview  of  the  Baptist  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Public  Affairs.” 

Baptist  Press,  the  SBC’s  news  ser¬ 
vice,  has  five  bureaus,  including  the 
one  at  the  BJCPA. 

The  relationship  between  the 
BJCPA  and  the  SBC  has  been  con¬ 
troversial  in  recent  years,  and  several 
attempts  have  been  made  to  either  de¬ 
fund  the  BJCPA  or  sever  all  ties  bet¬ 
ween  the  groups. 

Critics  say  the  SBC  should  not  fund 
that  which  it  does  not  control  through 
election  of  a  majority  of  trustees.  The 
members  of  the  SBC  Public  Affairs 
Committee  are  the  SBC  represen¬ 
tatives  on  the  54-member  BJCf*A 
board. 

Critics  also  have  charged  the 
organization  has  adopted  positions 
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Committee. 

If  the  Executive  Committee  agrees 
to  the  creation  of  the  new  agency,  the 
action  will  be  recommended  to 
messengers  at  the  1989  annual 
meeting  of  the  SBC  in  Las  Vegas,  Nev., 
and  to  die  1990  annual  meeting  in  New 
Orleans. 

According  to  SBC  Bylaw  15,  crea¬ 
tion  of  new  agencies  must  be  approv¬ 
ed  by  simple  majority  vote  in  two  con¬ 
secutive  annual  meetings. 

Other  bylaw  changes  necessitated 
by  the  creation  of  a  new  agency  nlust 
be  approved  only  once,  but  by  two- 
thirds  majority  votes.  Such  votes  like¬ 
ly  would  come  in  the  1990  annual 
meeting. 

If  the  recommendation  to  create  the 
Religious  Liberty  Commission  is  ap¬ 
proved  in  both  annual  meetings,  it 
would  be  the  first  new  agency  created 
since  1960,  when  the  Stewardship 
Commission  was  voted  into  being. 

The  SBC  has  20  national  entities,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Executive  Committee, 
four  general  boards,  seven  institu¬ 
tions,  seven  commissions,  and  one 
auxiliary. 

The  seven-member  study  commit¬ 
tee  was  appointed  after  the 
September  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Committee  and  is  the  third  special 
committee  assigned  to  study  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  or  funding  for  the  BJCPA  and 
its  relationship  with  the  SBC. 

The  action  that  precipitated  the 
newest  study  was  a  10-2  vote  in  the 
business  and  financial  plan 
workgroup  concluding  that  it  is  “inap¬ 
propriate  to  contribute  Cooperative 


Program  funds  directly  to  any  entity 
which  is  not  controlled  by  trustees 
elected  by”  the  SBC. 

The  study  committee  was  created 
as  a  compromise  after  convention  at¬ 
torney  James  P.  Guenther  of 
Nashville  told  business  and  finance 
subcommittee  members  they  did  not 
have  authority  to  override  action 
taken  at  an  annual  meeting.  In  the 
1988  annual  meeting,  messengers  ap¬ 
proved  a  CP  allocation  budget  that  in¬ 
cluded  a  line  item  directly  funding  the 
BJCPA. 

The  controversy  first  erupted  in 
1984,  when  messengers  debated  fund¬ 
ing  for  the  BJCPA  and  then  narrowly 
turned  down  a  vote  on  the  matter  in 
a  parliamentary  procedure. 

It  arose  again  in  1986,  when  a 
messenger  moved  to  sever  all  ties 
with  the  BJCPA  and  establish  an  ex¬ 
clusively  Southern  Baptist  presence 
in  the  nation’s  capital.  The  motion 
caused  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  study  the  relationship  between  the 
BJCPA  and  SBC. 

That  study,  done  in  1986-87,  opted  to 
continue  to  relate  to  the  BJCPA,  but 
restructured  the  PAC.  It  also  recom¬ 
mended  the  PAC  continue  to  par¬ 
ticipate  on  the  BJCPA,  but  authoriz¬ 
ed  it  to  function  separately  in  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  convention  on  issues 
where  the  BJCPA  did  not  act. 

The  second  study,  in  1987-88,  ap¬ 
pointed  after  a  dispute  on  whether 
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BJCPA  or  be  routed  through  the  PAC, 
recommended  direct  funding 
continue. 

In  October  1987,  at  its  first  meeting 
in  conjunction  with  the  BJCPA,  the 
PAC  voted  8-4  to  sever  all  ties  with  the 
BJCPA  and  in  December  1987  discuss¬ 
ed  a  merger  with  the  Christian  Life 
Commission. 

The  Executive  Committee,  in 
February  1988,  declined  to  sever  ties 
and  instructed  the  PAC  to  try  to  work 
with  the  BJCPA.  CLC  trustees  later 
declined  to  further  consider  the 
possibility  of  a  merger  with  the  PAC. 

Also,  in  1988,  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  allocation  for  the  joint  commit¬ 
tee  was  reduced  from  $448,400  to 
$400,000. 

The  most  recent  study  committee 
was  appointed  by  David  Hankins, 
pastor  of  Trinity  Baptist  Church  of 
Lake  Charles,  La.,  and  chairman  of 
the  business  and  finance  subcommit¬ 
tee.  Hankins,  as  well  as  Charles 
Sullivan,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Lenoir  City,  Tenn.,  and 
chairman  of  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee,  serve  on  the  study  committee  as 
voting  members. 

Chairman  of  the  special  committee 
is  James  Roach,  an  Albuquerque, 
N.M.,  attorney.  Members  are  Paul 
Pressler,  a  Houston  appeals  court 
judge;  Frank  Ingraham,  a  Nashville 
attorney;  Sam  Pace,  director  of 
associational  missions  in  Lawton, 
Okla.;  and  Doyle  Collins,  pastor  of 
Vine  Street  Baptist  Church  in 
Roseburg,  Ore. 

Dan  Martin  is  BP  news  editor. 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  While  leaders 
of  Made  Baptist  churches  are  at¬ 
tracted  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  because  of  the  diversity  of 
resources,  they  also  are  finding  an 
openness  for  inclusion,  according  to 
Sid  Smith. 

man»gpr  of  th«»  hlaHc  church 

development  section  at  the  Southern 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  said 
black  churches  represent  the 
denomination's  fastest  growing  group 
with  approximately  1,200  churches  in¬ 
cluding  about  200,000  members,  up 
from  a  bold  1,000  churches  in  1985. 

Smith  estimates  that  at  least 
another  56,000  blacks  are  members  of 
perhaps  3,000  predominantly  white 
churches  for  a  convention  black 
membership  total  of  well  over  250,000. 

Convention  agencies  such  as  the 
Sunday  School  Board,  Home  Mission 
Board,  and  Foreign  Mission  Board 
have  staff  components  dealing  with 
ministries  in  black  churches.  Several 
state  conventions  also  have  staff  per¬ 
sonnel  assigned  specifically  to  work 
with  blade  churches. 

Richard  Brogan  is  the  staffer  with 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  with  that  assignment.  Smith 
said  blacks  have  been  elected 
presidents  dt  state  conventions  seven 
times  since  1970  and  have  held 
numerous  other  state  convention  and 
SBC  elected  and  appointed  positions. 

At  the  SBC  Christian  Life  Commis¬ 
sion,  race  relations  was  one  of  the  first 
topics  addressed  by  Richard  Land 
when  be  was  elected  executive  direc¬ 
tor  in  September  1968.  Land  said  he 
began  planning  a  race  relations  con- 
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the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  a 
weekly  newspaper  based  in  Dallas, 
and  distributed  nationally. 

Reporter  Managing  Editor  John 
Loveless  said  the  1985  study  revealed 
that  “Southern  Baptists  wore  doing 
far  more  active  work  than 
Methodists”  in  ethnic  and  minority 
church  development.  He  cited 
specifically  the  work  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Board. 

The  Home  Mission  Board  has  been 
involved  in  work  with  black  churches 
since  the  convention  was  organized  in 
186,  according  to  Emmanuel  McCall, 
director  of  the  btack  church  relations 
department.  What  was  then  an 
evangelism  effort  to  reach  slaves  now 
is  an  inclusive  work  with  327  Macks 
among  the  board’s  3,700  missionaries 
and  a  black  church  relations 
department. 

The  department  serves  as  a  broker 
for  other  board  departments  to  help 
adapt  programs  for  black  churches, 
McCall  said. 

At  the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  five 
blacks  currently  are  career  mis¬ 
sionaries  while  three  are 
Journeymen,  a  two-year  missions 
program. 

About  125  blacks  participated  in 
short-term  volunteer  projects  during 
1988,  and  that  number  likely  will  in¬ 
crease  in  1989,  according  to  Victor 
Davis,  director  of  black  church  rela¬ 
tions  at  the  Foreign  Mission  Board. 

Jay  Wells  will  be  special  projects 
coordinator  when  he  begins  work  at 
the  board  Jan.  2,  1989. 

Wells  has  been  a  blade  church 


named  to  head  the  agency.  nia  Southern  Baptist  Convention  since 

Supporting  a  claim  that  the  SBC  is  April  1987. 
the  nation’s  most  ethnically  diverse  ■  Frank  Wm.  White  writes  for  the 
denomination.  Smith  cited  a  study  by  .  Sunday  School  Board. 

Religious  leader  group 
to  honor  Jerry  Clower 


JACKSON,  MS  —  A  nationally  pro¬ 
minent  Jewish  Rabbi  is  to  be  the 
featured  speaker  and  a  well-known 
Mississippi  country  humorist  is  to  be 
honored  at  the  annual  banquet  of  the 
Mississippi  Religious  Leadership  Con¬ 
ference  Jan.  30.  A.  James  Rudin,  Na¬ 
tional  Interreligious  Affairs  Director 
for  the  American  Jewish  Committee, 
will  speak  at  the  gathering,  and  Jerry 
Clower  will  receive  the  “Founders’ 
Memorial  Award.” 

The  banquet  will  be  held  Jan.  30  at 
a  7  pm.,  at  the  Home  Builders 
Association  of  Jackson,  6531  Dogwood 
Park  —  Parkway  (off  1-220,  Watkins 
Drive  exit),  Jackson. 

Rudin,  in  his  position  with  the 
American  Jewish  Committee,  works 
with  all  religious  groups  to  secure 
greater  understanding  of  Jews  and 
Judaism,  and  to  promote  good  human 
relations  among  people  of  all  races 
and  creeds.  He  has  served  as  Rabbi 
in  Champaign,  Ill.,  and  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  and  as  an  Air  Force  Chaplain  in 
Japan  and  Korea. 

Clower  is  a  native  of  Amite  County, 


and  a  long-time  resident  of  Yazoo  Ci¬ 
ty.  He  is  a  Grand  Ole  Opry  star  and 
country  humorist,  and  draws  on  his 
experiences  growing  up  in  rural 
Mississippi  for  many  of  the  delightful 
stories  he  uses  to  entertain  audiences 
all  over  the  world. 

Mr.  Clower’s  receiving  the 
Founders’  Award  is  “for  significant  in¬ 
terfaith  contributions  to  denomina¬ 
tion,  community  and  state.” 

The  banquet  is  open  for  any  who 
wish  to  attend.  Tickets  are  $15  each, 
and  registration  by  Jan.  26  is  re¬ 
quested.  For  ticket  information,  per¬ 
sons  may  contact  Beth  Israel  Con¬ 
gregation,  Northminster  Baptist 
Church,  St.  Andrew’s  Bookstore,  Cen¬ 
tral  United  Methodist  Church  or 
Galloway  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  all  in  Jackson.  Or,  reserva¬ 
tions  may  be  made  by  contacting  the 
office  of  Mississippi  Religious  Leader¬ 
ship  Conference,  Woodland  Hills 
Building,  Suite  260,  3000  OJd  Canton 
Road,  Jackson,  MS  39216,  telephone 
(601)  981-6752. 
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way  to  reach  hard  places 


Nonresidential  missionary 


country  off-limits  to  missionaries.  The  more  essential  than  extensive  per-  computerized  World  Evangelization 
people  group  has  a  population  of  sonal  contact  with  the  people  group  Database  —  with  Southern  Baptists 
several  million,  but  virtually  no  Chris-  itself.  Others  he  assists  will  carry  out  and  other  Christians  worldwide  who 
tian  churches,  few  native  believers,  much  of  the  actual  evangelizing.  are  committed  to  the  Great  Commis- 
and  little  Christian  literature.  A  Bible  _  Research  au  aspects  of  the  s'on-  Christ’s  command  to  carry  the 
in  the  group’s  language  exists  but  can-  group  s  society  inciudil£us  cultural  g05^1  message  to  all  people, 
not  be  published  or  distributed  legally.  and  religious  situation,  by  studying  The  true  potential  of  the 
The  government  is  hostile  toward  everything  written  on  the  subject,  nonresidential  approach,  according  to 
religion,  domestic  or  foreign.  Despite  monitoring  information  emerging  Garrison,  lies  in  the  way  it  can  multip¬ 
its  size,  these  people  have  attracted  from  the  host  country,  interviewing  ly  evangelization.  The  nonresidential 
little  attention  from  world  Christians  expatriate  members  of  the  group  and  missionary  is  not  a  solitary  personal 
because  of  its  isolation.  No  mission  so  on.  Mastering  the  group’s  language  witness,  but  an  “agent  of  evangeliza- 
agency  has  beamed  broadcasts  in  its  is  a  must.  At  the  same  time,  the  tion."  Working  outside  the  target 
language  across  the  host  nation’s  clos-  nonresidential  missionary  will  search  group,  he  can  coordinate  the  efforts  of 
ed  borders.  A  few  foreign  Christians  out  all  the  Christian  resources,  hundreds,  perhaps  thousands,  of 
have  toured  the  country,  taught  in  its  methods  of  outreach,  and  personnel  others  who  will  have  a  cumulative  im- 
universities,  or  engaged  in  its  that  potentially  could  be  directed  pact  by  their  sheer  number.  He 
business.  But  they  have  had  minimal  toward  the  evangelization  of  the  becomes  a  funnel  for  the  wealth  of 
contact  with  the  target  group,  which  group.  evangelistic  resources  that  have  been 

lives  far  from  the  national  capital  and  _  ^  a  comprehensive  strategy  f°j"S  into  the.same  p|aces  ,gain  and 
other  major  cities.  for  evaneelizin£?  erouD.  including  ^air,and  chann5ls.  them.,n!°_^reaS 


“Feb.  6  is 
cut-off  date 
to  nominate 
says  Dobbs 


Life-changing  experiences  asked 
for  Gulfshore  wing  dedication 

Dedication  date  for  the  new  wing  at  Gulfshore  Baptisi  Assembly  Pass 
Christian,  has  been  set  for  May  12  and  13.  according  to  Earl  kelly  ex¬ 
ecutive  director-treasurer  ot  the  Mississippi  Baptist  ( (invention  Board 
Mississippi  Baptists  are  being  invited  to  submit  testimonies  ot  the  im¬ 
pact  of  Gulfshore  on  their  lives.  Keltx  said  The  testimonies  chosen  could 
become  a  part  ot  a  drama  telling  the  sior>  01  <  >uitshore  that  will  be  stag¬ 
ed  during  the  dedication  observance  tit  particular  interest  would  be 
those  testimonies  that  would  detao  experiences  tron  .betore  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  facility  during  Hurncane  t  aim  lie  in  I9K9 
Testimonies  should  be  sent  to  the  office  ot  Ear1  Kelh  Box  530.  Jackson. 
Miss.  39205. 


The  cut-off  date  for  recommen¬ 
dations  for  executive  director- 
treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Board  has  been 
established  as  Feb.  6,  according  to 
Eugene  Dobbs,  chairman  of  the 
search  committee. 


That  means  that  all  recommen¬ 
dations  are  to  be  in  by  Feb.  6,  and 
hence  should  probably  be  mailed 
no  later  than  Feb.  3. 


Alliance  proceeds 
with  seminary  plai 


Dobbs,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Philadelphia,  is  chairman  of  the 
Mississippi-'Baptist  Convention 
Board's  Executive  Committee, 
which,  by  board  policy,  is  the 
search  committee. 

Earl  Kelly,  executive  director- 
treasurer  for  the  past  14  years,  has 
announced  his  retirement  as  of 
Aug.  15. 

Dobbs  said  that  a  written  recom¬ 
mendation  may  be  given  to  any 
member  of  the  search  committee, 
and  it  will  be  considered.  His  ad¬ 
dress  is  Box  299,  Philadelphia, 
Miss.  39350. 


Groundbreakers  pose  with  shovels  as  they  dedicate  the  beginning  of  a  new  ministry 
to  truckers  and  other  travelers  at  a  major  truck  stop  off  of  1-20  in  Jackson  County 


Jackson  County  reaches 
out  to  highway  nomads 


By  Tim  Nicholas 


Other  members  of  the  search 
committee  are  Robert  Calvert, 
Ashland;  Charles  Nestor,  Bruce; 
Ed  Holmes,  Gulfport;  Martin 
Hayden,  Fulton;  Ingram  Foster, 
Prentiss;  David  Sellers,  Col¬ 
linsville,  Larry  Otis,  TXipelo;  Keith 
Gordon,  Columbia;  P.  J.  Scott, 
Olive  Branch;  Bill  Duncan, 
Booneville;  Lannie  Wilbourn, 
Brandon,  W.  W.  Walley,  Waynes¬ 
boro;  Bartis  Harper,  Tylertown; 
Rex  Yancey,  Quitman;  and  Donald 
O’Quin,  Charleston.  Jim  Futral, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
president,  is  an  ex  officio  member. 


State  Evangelism  Conference 

February  6-8,  1989 

First  Baptist  Church 
Meridian,  Mississippi 

MONDAY  EVENING,  February  6 

GUY  HENDERSON,  Presiding 
6:35  Choral  Witness  —  Highland  Baptist  Church  Adult  Choir 
7:00  Congregational  Praise  —  L.  Graham  Smith 
7:05  WELCOME  —  Gary  Bagley 
,  7:15  Vocal  Witness  —  Brad  Cundiff 

<  7:20  MESSAGE  —  David  Miller 

7:55  “Evangelism  in  Mississippi”  —  Guy  Henderson 
8:10  Congregational  Praise  —  L.  Graham  Smith 

Choral  Witness  —  Highland  Baptist  Church  Adult  Choir 
8 : 20  MESSAGE  —  “Making  Jesus  Lord  of  Your  Devotional  Life”  —  Junior  Hill 
t  9:00  Adjourn. 

|  TUESDAY  MORNING,  February  7 

CHESTER  VAUGHN,  Presiding 
'  8:45  Keyboard  Praise  —  Senita  Webb  and  Dot  Pray 

Vocal  Witness  —  Doug  Haney 
9:00  MESSAGE  —  David  Miller 
9:35  Vocal  Witness  —  Susan  Clark 

9:40  MESSAGE  —  “Making  Jesus  Lord  in  Your  Ministry”  —  Romans  12:1-2 
—  Bill  Causey 

10:15  Break  ~ 

10:35  Congregational  Praise  —  Doug  Haney 
;  10:40  TESTIMONY  -  Grady  Crowell 

10:55  Music/Drama  Witness  —  “One  Voice” 

11:10  MESSAGE  —  ‘The  Successful  Minister  —  By  Whose  Standard”  — 
Junior  Hill 

TUESDAY  AFTERNOON,  February  7 
'  PETE  EVANS,  Presiding 
1:45  Keyboard  Praise  —  Senita  Webb  and  Dot  Pray 
1:55  Vocal  Witness  —  Karen  Hardy  and  Clyde  Carraway 
Prayer 

2:  00  MESSAGE  —  “Making  Jesus  Lord  of  Your  Possessions”  —  Luke  12:22-34 
—  Charles  Page 

2:40  Music/Drama  Witness  —  “One  Voice” 

2:45  TESTIMONY  —  Bobby  Douglas 
3:05  Break 

3^5  MESSAGE  —  “Making  Jesus  Lord  of  Your  Home”  —  James  Richardson 
3:50  Music/Drama  Witness  —  “One  Voice” 

4:00  MESSAGE  —  “Making  Jesus  Lord  of  Your  Work  and  Leisure”  —  Clark 
Hutchinson. 

TUESDAY  EVENING,  February  7 

GUY  HENDERSON,  Presiding 
6:35  Choral  Praise  —  Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen 
7:00  MESSAGE  —  “Making  Jesus  Lord  of  Your  Time”  —  Romans  13:11-14 
—  Altus  Newell 

7:35  Praise  Time  —  Congregation 

Vocal  Witness  —  Lamar  Association  Men’s  Quartet 
7:45  “Simultaneous  Revival  —  Here’s  Hope  1990”  —  Ron  Barker 
8:00  Choral  Worship  —  Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen 
8:20  MESSAGE  —  “Making  Jesus  Lord  Through  Prayer  and  Fasting”  — 
Romans  15:30,  Luke  18:1  —  Charles  Page 
WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  February  8 

GUY  HENDERSON,  Presiding 
8:45  Keyboard  Praise  —  Senita  Webb  and  Dot  Pray 
8:55  Vocal  Witness  —  L.  Graham  Smith 
Prayer 

9:00  MESSAGE  —  “Equipping  the  Saints  for  Ministry”  —  Ephesians  4:11-12 
—  Clark  Hutchinson 
9  *  40  Concert 

9:50  MESSAGE  —  “Equipping  the  Saints  to  Witness”  —  Ron  Barker 
10:20  Praise  Song  —  Congregation 
Vocal  Witness  —  Hubert  Greer 

10:40  MESSAGE  —  “Here  Am  I  Lord,  Send  Me”  —  Isaiah  6  —  Altus  Newell 
11:20  Adjourn. 

"  S 

Mississippians  get  urban  training 

Thirty-two  persons  from  seven  grams  of  the  church,  buildings,  and 
Mississippi  Associations  and  26  chur-  financial  resources.  Callahan  said  the 
ches  attended  an  Urban  Training  source  of  greatest  satjsfacton  in  chur- 
event  on  the  New  Orleans  Seminary  ches  is  relational  —  the  greatest 
campus,  Dec.  12-14.  dissatisfaction  is  most  often 

The  event  was  sponsored  by  the  functional. 

Home  Mission  Board,  New  Orleans  The  Cooperative  Missions  Depart- 
Seminary  and  the  other  five  Southern  ment  enlisted  the  group  from 
Baptist  seminaries,  Louisiana  Baptist  Mississippi.  The  conference  blends 
Convention,  Cooperative  Missions  theory  and  practice.  This  seminar 
Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  shared  insights  and  practical  ap- 
Convention  Board,  Greater  New  proaches  to  building  an  effective 
Orleans  Baptist  Association,  Shelby  church  in  an  urban  setting. 

Baptist  Association  (Memphis),  and  Cliff  Shipp,  pastor  of  Highland 
Hinds-Madison  Baptist  Association.  Church,  Jackson,  told  the  audience 
Participants  heard  Kennon  L.  how  the  four  special  ministry  classes 
Callahan,  a  church  consultant  from  to  retarded  persons,  visitation  to  nur- 
Dallas,  Tex.,  describe  Twelve  Keys  to  sing  homes  and  caring  for  home- 
An  Effective  Church,  (a  book  by  the  bound  adults  has  given  life  to  a  post¬ 
same  name  was  published  by  Harper  .  transitional  church.  The  church  con¬ 
ic  Rowe  in  1984).  tinues  to  share  the  love  and  care  of 

The  12  keys  are  relational  and  func-  Jesus  Christ  through  the 
tional  according  to  Callahan.  Rela-  congregation, 
tional  refers  to  helping  people  find  An  Urban  Training  event  is  plann- 
hope,  family,  care,  belonging,  and  ed  for  Mississippi  in  December  of 
friends.  Functional  refers  to  pro-  1989. 


Southeastern  leaders  promise 
cooperation,  commitment  to  SBC 


WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (BP)  - 
Southeastern  Seminary  officials  have 
promised  to  cooperate  with  the 
Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and 
Schools  while  maintaining  their  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

The  Southern  Association  —  which, 
along  with  the  Association  of 
Theological  Schools  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  accredits  the 
seminary  -  -  recently  released  the 
report  of  a  special  on-site  committee 
that  investigated  the  seminary  here 
this  fall.  (Separate  story  published 
last  week. ) 

Southeastern  President  Lewis  A. 
Drummond  was  out  of  the  country 
and  unable  to  comment  directly  on 
the  report.  However,  seminary  ad¬ 
ministrators  released  a  prepared 
statement  in  which  he  said :  “It  is  our 
desire  to.  follow  these  recommenda¬ 
tions  as  forthrightly  as  possible  in  the 
light  of  our  commitment  to  Southern 
Baptists.  The  report  is  being  careful¬ 
ly  considered.  Each  recommendation 
will  be  discussed  individually  by  the 
administration  and  trustees  ” 


By  Marv  Knox 

together.  That  has  been  important  at 
Southeastern  —  how  will  this  person 
work  with  the  group.  We  feel  that’s 
very  much  threatened  now.” 

“It’s  fair  and  objective,”  trustee 
Mark  Caldwell,  pastor  of  University 
Baptist  Church  in  College  Park,  Md., 
said  of  the  Southern  Association’s 
report.  “It  certainly  depicts  a 
seminary  under  siege.  It’s  an  accurate 
account  of  some  reckless  and  rather 
irresponsible  behavior  on  the  part  of 
the  trustees.” 

Caldwell  said  he  plans  to  make  a 
motion  at  the  March  board  meeting, 
which  will  “rescind  the  action  of  Oc¬ 
tober  1987  which  changed  the  faculty- 
selection  process.” 

He  said  it  would  also  help  to  select 
a  new  dean  from  within  the  present 
faculty,  he  added,  noting :  “That  would 
also  show  the  new  majority  (of 
trustees)  is  attempting  to  affect  a 
balance.  It  would  show  they  are  try¬ 
ing  to  have  parity.  We  need  to  rethink 
the  whole  matter  of  the  faculty’s  place 
in  faculty  selection.” 

Caldwell  criticized  the  process 
seminary  leaders  have  begun  to  take 


to  SACS,”  Caldwell  said.  “We  em¬ 
powered  them,  as  our  miiftites  clear¬ 
ly  state,  to  make  a  report  to  us.” 

Crowley  disputed  that  claim.  ‘The 
board  asked  me  to  appoint  a  special 
committee  to  report  to  the  Association 
of  Theological  Schools  and  to  SACS,” 
he  said.  “I  appointed  the  instructional 
committee.  We  have  answered  them 1 
point  by  point,  paragraph  by 
paragraph.  It’s  a  committee  report ; 
it  has  not  been  approved  by  the  board. 
When  they  approve  it  or  act  on  it,  then 
it  will  be  released.” 

The  report  to  the  Southern  Associa¬ 
tion  is  about  100  pages  long,  with 
about  50  pages  of  appendices  and  il¬ 
lustrations,  Crowley  said,  noting  it 
completes  a  portrait  left  unfinished  by 
the  Southern  Association’s  report. 

“The  SACS  report  is  very  unbalanc¬ 
ed,”  he  said.  “Our  response  provides 
balance.  When  you  see  our  response, 
you  will  get  a  balanced  picture  of 
Southeastern  Seminary.”  -? 

Marv  Knox  is  BP  feature  editor. 


The  statement  also  included  com-  in  dealing  with  the  Southern  Associa-  Global  foreign  missions  of  the 
ments  made  by  trustee  Chairman  tion.  A’ group  of  trustees  met  with  Christian  world  operate  on  $8  billion 
Robert  D.  Crowley,  pastor  of  Montrose  Southern  Association  officials  Dec.  10  a  year;  the  rest  of  organized  Chris- 
Baptist  Church  in  Rockville,  Md.  and  provided  a  response  to  the  agen-  tianity’s  annual  income.  $152  billion 
“We  want  to  cooperate  in  all  cy’s  report.  (95  percent),  is  spent  on  the  home 

reasonable  matters  to  keep  accredita-  “Nobody  told  them  to  make  a  report  church  and  its  ministries, 
tion  in  conjunction  with  the  mandate 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 

which  fouoded  the  school,  purchased  T71  1  .  •  •  •  ,  1 

the  campus  in  1950  and  substantially  J^dUCatlOIl  LlOmmiSSlOll  StUdV 
supported  the  institution  since  then,  J 

having  contributed  over  $4  million  in  C  *66  *99 

the  current  year,”  Crowley  said. ‘That  OI  LftfCV  IS  13FO£rCSSlIlff 
mandate  calls  for  institutions  and  J  J TO  O 

agencies  of  the  convention  en¬ 
thusiastically  to  support  the  doctrinal  The  Mississippi  Baptist  Education  “Education'  Commission  make  a 
statement  entitled  the  Baptist  Faith  Commission’s  study  of  the  troubles  at  study  of  the  financial  status,  organiza- 
and  Message  of  1963.  William  Carey  College  is  “progress-  tional  structure,  administrative  prac- 

“We  desperately  want  peace  in  the  ing,”  says  Commission  Chairman  tices,  and  use  of  college  endowment 
SBC  and  peace  on  the  campus  of  William  Stewart  of  Eupora.  The  group  funds  and  report  its  findings  and 
SEBTS  with  the  teachers  and  has  held  two  closed-door  meetings  recommendations  back  to  the  Carey 
students,  but  not,  of  course,  at  the  cost  and  has  another  planned  in  February,  trustees.” 
of  action  which  refuses  to  honor  its  “We’re  working  diligently,  but  we’re  Th  C  mj  i  .  d  ,  t 
commitment  to  the  parent  prganiza-  working  carefully,’:  said  Stewart, 


Led  By 

Nolan  Howlngton,  Retired 
Church  Training  Department,  Nashville 


Roy  Edgemon 


February  2  - 

Blue  Mountain  College 

February  3 

Delta  State  Baptist  Student  Union 

9  a.m.  -  T2  noon 
Lunch  included 


January  30 

William  Carey  College 

January  31 

Mississippi  College 

February  1 

Clarke  College 


A  Service  of  Your  Cooperative  Program 

CHURCH  TRAINING  DEPARTMENT 

P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


Currie  to 

coordinate 

‘centrists’ 

DALLAS <BP> 


i>ew  missionaries  say, 

“Thank  you,  Mississippi  Baptists  ” 


By  Tim  Nicholas  Jgg.  -*| 

'I*  ^  'V'V?*'  *r  They  spoke  briefly  during  a  banquet  1  /  ,  ,f « 

of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  l  r , 

f/W-V  .  .  .  ’  which  helped  provide  enrollment  ex-  -  j  ‘jA.  *  TL 

_ penses  at  Southwestern  Seminary  \  if 

■*  while  Clifton  took  the  20  hours  of  Wm* 

|KK  ,,.>J  seminary  work  required  for  appoint-  C  ( 

ment.  Cathy  was  able  to  take  classes,  _  —3$ 

v>  also. 

%|  >t  The  help  from  the  Foundation  "was  1A  j’  J§||j 

a  reminder  of  God’s  faithfulness  to  '  tf?  * 

HIm  A  us;”  said  Clifton.  "It  provided  a  way  'J** 

M  *  for  us  to  be  equipped  and  was  a  :  •Ji 

reminder  of  faithful  Christians  who  mi  HHHHelisiKl 

S#  C^R  ■  were  willing  to  make  an  investment 

Pll  M  that  will  pay  eternal  dividends.”  He  priceS  appointed  to 

H  added,  It  was  also  a  reminder  of  the  rr 

SB!  faithful  steward  I  need  to  be.”  Mission  Service  Corps 

H  The  couple  will  work  with  the  Bisa  1 

Two  newly  appointed  Southern  Bap-  tribe  of  300,000  people.  Cathy’s  Fred  and  Mae  Price,  members  of  Fair- 
tist  missionaries  took  time  to  thank  background  is  in  literacy  work.  There  view  Church,  Columbus,  were  recently 

Mississippi  Baptists  for  financial  help  is  an  eight  percent  literacy  rate  in  the  appointed  to  Mission  Service  Corps  by  the 
before  heading  to  France  Dec.  28  for  area  to  which  they  will  be  going.  Home  Mission  Board  They  will  serve  for 
language  study.  *  Clifton’s  background  is  in  two  years  as  Mission  Service  Coor- 

Clifton  and  Cathy  Curtis  of  Winona  agriculture  and  though  they  and  dinators  for  Area  4.  - 
have  been  appointed  by  the  Foreign  another  couple  will  be  developing 

Mission  Board  to  serve  at  Tenkodogo  churches  and  witnessing,  Clifton  will  TTo^aI  Mnnn  di**c* 
in  Burkina  Faso,  West  Africa,  where  be  working  to  teach  production  of  bet-  ltt4C1  1UVUU  U1C8’ 
Clifton  will  be  an’  agricultural  ter  crops,  soil  conservation,  and  bet-  miccinrmrv 

specialist.  ter  utilization  of  water  resources.  icuicu  imsaiuudl  y 


David  Currie,  36, 
a  rancher  and  former  Ttexas  pastor 
has  been  hired  to  “coordinate”  the 
newly-formed  Baptists  Committed  to 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Currie,  who  operates  a  2,400-acre 
ranch  near  Paint  Rock,  Texas,  said  he 
will  be  “coordinator”  and  not  “ex¬ 
ecutive  director”  of  the  new  group, 
formed  during  a  meeting  Dec.  15-16  in 
Dallas. 

Winfred  Moore,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Amarillo,  and  chairman  of 
Baptists  Committed,  said  Currie  “will 
be  the  field  person  working  with  the 
various  states  and  people  who  are  try¬ 
ing  to  get  this  movement  underway  in 
the  states.” 

James  Slatton,  pastor  of  River 
Road  Church,  Richmond,  and  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  new  organization, 
said  Currie  “will  do  essentially 
organizational  support.” 

Moore  told  Baptist  Press  funding 
for  Baptists  Committed  “will  come 
from  individual  contributions.” 

Currie  said  there  is  “no  sugar  dad¬ 
dy”  to  fund  the  operation.  ‘This  is 
essentially  a  faith  commitment  for 
me.  Contributions  will  come  from  in¬ 
dividuals  and  churches.” 

Moon,  73,  who  ministered  to  lepers  in  He  added  that  while  he  will  “always 
,  Nigeria,  died  of  be  a  rancher,”  he  will  be  putting  the 
cancer  in  her  majority  of  his  efforts  toward  the  new 
i  home  in  Appomat-  organization. 

^  j  tox,  Va.,  Jan.  _  T  think  you  will  see  coming  out  of 

Moon,  a  single  this  organization  an  effort  at  some 
missionary' to  West  publications,  some  on  a  regular  basis 

v _ 'mm  Africa  for  34  years,  and  others  which  will  be  educational 

* «,  retired  in  1981.  She  about  Baptist  heritage  and  Baptist 
~  mm  worked  with  lepro-  principles. 

Jk  sv  patients,  admin-  “I  am  convinced  there  is  a  sleeping 
istering  medicine  giant  out  there  people  who  are  not 
and  providing  dai-  part  of  the  fundamentalist  takeover 
Moon  jy  treatments,  and  and  who  do  not  want  to  start  a  new 


nungarian 
slated  to 


open  in  lyyu 

By  Art  Toalston 

BUDAPEST,  Hungary  (BP)  —  A  director.  He  was  selected  Nov.  25  by 
key  Hungarian  official  has  given  new  the  Ruschlikon  seminary’s  executive 
assurances  of  his  government’s  open-  board,  which  was  assigned  the  task  by 
ness  to  a  Baptist  lay  academy  here  for  the  European  Baptist  Federation.  The 
training  bivocational  pastors  and  federation  encompasses  26  Baptist 
other  church  workers  in  Eastern  bodies  in  Western  and  Eastern 
Europe.  Europe. 

The  International  Baptist  Lay  Gerzsenyi  leads  a  Baptist  church  in 
Academy  in  Budapest  is  scheduled  to  the  Budapest  suburb  of  Pecel  and  is 
open  in  the  summer  of  1990  and  will  a  church  history  professor  at 
be  affiliated  with  Baptist  Theological  Hungarian  Baptist  Seminary  in 
Seminary  in  Ruschlikon,  Switzerland. ,  Budapest.  He  received  a  doctor  of 
Barna  Sarkadi-Nagy,  vice  president  ministry  degree  from  Southern 
of  the  Hungarian  State  Office  for  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  for 
Church  Affairs,  “assured  us  the  five  years  was  pastor  of  a  Hungarian 
academy  would  be  able  to  carry  out  Baptist  congregation  in  Detroit, 
freely  its  educational  programs,”  said  The  academy  will  operate  primari- 
John  David  Hopper,  president  of  the  -ly  during  the  summer  and  will  utilize 
Ruschlikon  seminary  and  a  longtime  the  Hungarian  seminary’s  classrooms 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  in  and  sleeping  quarters.  The  facility’s 
Europe  Hopper  was  part  of  a  delega-  overnight  capacity  is  being  expanded 
tion  that  met  with  the  official  Nov.  22.  from  28  to  40. 

To  assist  the  new  academy,  Bivocational  ^pastors  and  other 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  church  leaders 'throughout  Eastern 
Board  administrators  asked  board  Europe  will  be  able  to  enroll  in  con- 
trustees  in  December  to  assign  a.  ferences  and  training  programs  span- 
Southern  Baptist  couple  to  work  in j  ning  several  days  to  several  weeks. 
Hungary.  Errol  and  Mary  Simmons  Especially  in  the  Soviet  Union, 
will  transfer  from  Spain.  She  is  a  Romania,  Czechoslavakia  and  parts 
Mississippian.  of  Yugoslavia,  a  large  majority  of 

Hungarian  pastor  Laszlo  Gerzsenyi  ministers  are  bivocational. 
has  been  named  the  academy’s  first  Toalston  writes  for  FMB. 


Missionary  dies  while 
working  in  Tanzania 
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FOR  CHARTER  rrr  1 1  ITftJ, 

OR  RENT 

.  25  -  or  47  - 

Passenger  buses 
BUS  SUPPLY  CO.  INC. 

McComb,  MS  601-684-2900 


Church  Directories 

Since  1928 


Dixie  Rubber  Stamp  &  Seal  Co. 
514  l.  Amite  St./P.O.  Box  202 
Jackson,  Mississippi  39205 
(601)  948-1851/Toll  Free  1-800-634-4564 


FOR  SALE:  HISTORY  OF  FIRST 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  West  Point  — 
$22.00  (plus  $3.50  if  mailed). 
Available  at  church  office,  134  East 
Broad  Street;  or  The  Book  Shelf, 
132  Commerce  Street. 


WANTED:  MINISTER  OF 

YOUTH/EDUCATION.  College 
degree  required.  Seminary  degree 
preferred,  but  suitable  experience 
may  be  accepted.  Must  know  basic 
Southern  Baptist  programs/ 
ministries;  congenial,  relate  well 
to  people.  Married  or  single,  male 
or  female.  Church  in  beautiful 
growing  area  of  Alaska.  Salary, 
benefits,  nice  home,  utilities  are 
provided.  Anyone  qualifying  send 
resume  to  Search  Committee, 
First  Baptist  Church,  Box  186, 
Soldotna,  Alaska  99669;  (907) 


262-4304 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. 


HOUSEPARENTS  NEEDED:  A 
mature  married  couple  with  no 
dependent  children  to  work  as 
house-parents  in  a  therapeutic 
group  home  setting  with  12  adoles¬ 
cent  boys  13-18  years.  Good  salary, 
good  benefits  and  working  condi¬ 
tions.  Call  for  interview  Monday- 
Friday  at  601-798-2418  or 
601-798-2437  between  8:00  a.m.  and 
4:00  p.m.  or  for  information  on 
weekends  or  evenings  (8:00 
p.m.-9:00  p.m.).  Write  letter  of  in¬ 
terest  to  Houseparents,  p.  o. 
Drawer  640,  Picayune,  MS  39466. 


FOR  SALE:  1984,  25  passenger 
bus.  Ford  chassis,  body  by  Dia¬ 
mond,  450  V-8,  tilt,  cruise,  captain’s 
chair,  highback  reclining  seats, 
rear  cargo  loading  area,  inside 
overhead  luggage  storage,  two 
separate  a/c  units,  inside  PA 
system.  CB  radio,  almost  new 
radials,  full  rear  air  suspension 
system,  61,000  miles,  excellent  con¬ 
dition.  Temple  Baptist  Church, 
Hattiesburg.  MS  (601)  544-1791. 


Assn.  Mbs. 
Designated. 
WMU  *  All 
Other 


Assn.  Mbs. 
Designated 
WMU  *  All 
-op  Other 

m«m<rr  m.iu.it 

1.543.51  3.447.02 

?.•».)«  2.215.71 

II.a5I.S4 

ii.«m.m  i.rar.M 

4.504.14  423.00 

•24.21  41.04 


AMR.  Miss. 
Designated, 
WMU  it  All 
Other 


400.00 
940.00 
5.341.07 
4.341.50 
3.134.59 
121.44 
3.21 3. J» 
209.044.43 


Powerline 

for 

teens 


Alliance  proceeds 


(Continued  from  page  3)  Planners  hope  to  open  the  school 

Theological  Center  already  relate  next  fall,  he  aoded:  “We  would  begin 
through  a  consortium  arrangement  with  no  more  than  50  students.” 
that  allows  students  to  study  at  all  Current  discussions  indicate  the 
three  institutions.  new -school  will  be  independently  ac- 

—  “We  have  requested  Morris  credited  and  autonomous,  rather  than 
Ashcraft,  former  dean  at  a  division  within  Virginia  Union,. 
Southeastern  Seminary,  to  draw  up  Graves  said. 

specific  scenarios  and  proposals  to  be  The  Alliance  has  two  primary 
presented  to  the  parties  of  this  ongo-  motivations  for  starting  the  new 
ing  consultation.  school,  Graves  said.  “First,  we  desire 

—  “It  is  understood  that  our  discus-  to  provide  alternatives  to  the 

sions  are  still  preliminary  and  ten-  seminary  training  that  has  been  of- 
tative,  yet  moving  ahead  pending  the  fered  in  Southern  Baptist  institutions, 
approval  of  each  of  the  participant  in-  “The  fundamentalist  shift  in  the 
stitutions.”  trustee  boards  at  Southeastern 

Graves  outlined  procedures  for  Seminary  and  elsewhere  means  that 
moving  forward:  “When  our  pro-  we  can  no  longer  depend  on  those 
posals  are  firmly  stated  and  agreed  schools  to  provide  leadership  for  Bap- 
upon  by  our  committee,  they  will  be  tist  churches  in  our  region.  In 


SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  RADIO-TV  COMMISSION  /  FORT  WORTH,  TX  78150 

family,  even  when  everyone  is  try- 
71^-,  ««  in8  t0  be  cooperative  and 

IVAy  TCLtllSr  understanding.  If  any  individual  is 
J  J  not  making  an  effort,  it  becomes 

even  harder,  especially  if  that  per- 

TIGVGT  SCiyS  Bonis  a  parent. 

J  The  first  step  is  to  try  to  under- 

Uf  I _ 9?  stand  your  father  and  why  he 

f  LfYDG  YOU  reacts  as  he  does.  Examine  both 
J  his  present  situation  and  his  past 

experiences.  Is  he  under  special 

Qi  1  renn  m  •  pressures  at  work  or  in  his  per- 

u  1 9  l  ION.  sonal  life?  Is  he  preoccupied  with 

My  father  is  a  good  person,  but  business  or  other  worries?  We’re 
I  don’t  think  he  has  ever  once  said  not  saying  that  any  of  this  gives 
“I  love  you”  or  put  his  arms  around  him  the  right  to  inflict  all  his  bad 
me  or  kissed  me.  He’s  that  way  feelings  on  the  rest  of  the  family, 
with  my  mother  and  other  family  But  if  you  know  fhe  factors  involv- 
members  too.  He  acts  like  he  ed  In  the  situation,  you  may  be  able 
thinks  we  are  stupid  and  too  bor-  to  come  closer  to  finding  same 
ing  to  talk  to.  When  he’s  rude  to  us.  solutions.  ,ct  ■  .  f,.  r|}U71j 
f  get  angry  and  then  I  lose  my  cool.  Second,  realize  that  you  cant 

This  keeps  the  whole  family  upset,  control  another  person  or  dictate 
and  then  I’m  ashamed  because  I  his  actions.  You  are  not  responsi- 
have  only  made  things  worse  for  ble  for  what  your  father  does  or 
my  mother.  He  says  if  I  don’t  like  fails  to  do,  and  you  are  not  respon- 


Confusod  About  Life  Insurance? 
Why  not  buy  the  most  life  Insurance 
for  the  least  amount  of  money? 
Example:  Male,  60,  non-smoker 

$100,000 

For  only  $32.56  per  mo. 

Call  Don  Mahaffey 
9:30am  to  4:30pm  ET  Mon.-Fri. 
Toll  Free  1-800-367-5492 


Pianos  aft  A 
Warehouse 

prices  TjrP 

Exclusive  dealers  for  * 
Steinway  -  Kawai  -  Wurliltzer 
Weber  -  Kimball 
Financing  Available 
MC/VISA/American  Express 


Piano  Company 

226  Hwy  51  N  Tim  Kelly.  Manager 
Ridgeland  856-2524 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
"Internationally  known  specialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 


Jackson  County  reaches  out  to  highway  nomads 

(Continued  from  page  3)  with  a  blessing  for  meals  on  one  side  poured  shortly.  Approximate  building  Jackson  Countians  can  do  alone  They 

gospel  tapes,  grooming  supplies,  road  and  an  invitation  to  the  ministry  on  cost  is  $50,000  with  architectural  work  hope  to  get  help  from  across  the  state, 
maps,  English  and  Spanish  Bibles,  the  other.  -»  donated  by  Slaughter  and  Allred.  Wayne  County  and  First  Church 

and  coffee  for  thermos  bottles.  Storie  Storie  likens  the  truck  stop  ministry  First  Church,  Richland,  has  already  Richland  are  already  helping  at  a 
says  the  truck  stop  operators  don’t  to  the  two  seamen’s  ministries  in  committed  a  team  to  help  in  the  seamen’s  center  and  will  likely  help 
mind  the  chapel  folks’ giving  away  Jackson  County,  but  with  one  vital  dif-  building  and  the  state  Brotherhood  at  the  truck  stop  chapel  There  will  be 
coffee.  In  fact,  the  truck  stop  will  be  ference  -  follow  up.  A  trucker  or  Department  will  recruit  more  help,  opportunities  for  others  says  Storie 
referring  stranded  travelers  to  the  traveler  who  has  a  spiritual  need  or  “Our  idea  is  twofold  ”  says  Storie 

chapel.  Local  churches  already  con-  who  makes  a  profession  of  faith  can  But  when  the  building  is  up,  the  We  make  friends  quick  and  meet  the 
tribute  to  travelers’  relief  through  the  easily  be  followed  up  on  by  referring  volunteer  needs  are  just  beginning,  needs  they  have,  laying  a  foundation 
Moss  Point  Police  Department.  him  or  her  to  local  churches  across  Storie  hopes  to  get  a  long  term  Mis-  for  telling  them  about  Christ  ”  He 
Volunteers  will  not  directly  recruit  America.  sion  Service  Corps  couple  to  operate  adds,  “If  you  just  do  the  food  you 

visitors  at  the  truck  stop.  But  JJ/s  will  The  building  should  start  going  up  the  facility.  But  volunteers  need  to  be  haven’t  done  anything  but  charity 
have  small  standing  cards  at  its  tables  this  winter  —  the  slab  was  to  be  on  hand  at  all  times.  It’s  more  than  Our  idea  is  a  ministry” 
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JUSt  tor  tllC  Kecora  Church  honors  _ 


The  ladies  Sunday  School  class  at  Hermanville  Church,  Hermanville,  prepared 
14  Christmas  boxes  for  shut-ins  from  their  community.  Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  Mrs. 
Ann  Windham,  Mrs.  Virginia  Turner,  Mrs.  Margaret  Daniels,  and  Mrs.  Debbie  Davis 
and  son,  Aaron  Davis. 


Alcorn  Association  WMl)  sponsored 
a  “first”  meeting  of  Southern  Baptists 
and  National  Baptists  in  observance 
of  Baptist  Women’s  Day  of  Prayer. 

Mrs.  Carol  Bullard,  Baptist  Women 
director,  was  in  charge  of  the  pro¬ 
gram.  Barbara  Smith  is  WMU 
director. 

Fredonia  Church,  New  Albany, 
recently  gave  a  record  $5,081  to  the 
Lottie  Moon  Foreign  Mission  Offering. 
H.  Gregg  Thomas,  pastor,  encourag¬ 
ed  members  to  give,  as  a  minimum, 
the  equivalent  of  one  day’s  wage  to  the 
cause  of  foreign  missions.  In  1988,  the 
church  added  a  minister  of  youth  and 
bought  a  mini-bus. 

Hermanville  Church  will  host  a 
gospel  singing  on  Jan.  22,  at  5  p.m. 
Gage  Hynum  and  the  Oak  Grove 
Gospel  Singers  will  be  featured. 
Donald  Pouns,  pastor,  states  that  the 
public  is  invited  and  that  a  covered 
dish  supper  will  be  served  after  the 
singing.  There  will  be  no  additional 
evening  service. 

Louie  Farmer 
suffers  stroke 

Louie  Farmer,  of  Hattiesburg, 
retired  Baptist  student  director, 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi, 
suffered  a  stroke  Jan.  11.  He  was  in  In¬ 
tensive  Care,  but  has  now  been  mov¬ 
ed  to  Room  4019,  Forrest  General 
Hospital,  Hattiesburg.  However,  he 
can  have  no  visitors.  According  to  his 
daughter,  Reva  Daniel  of  1301  Post 
Road,  Clinton,  he  is  still  quite  serious¬ 
ly  ill,  but  is  improving  daily. 


Evansville  Church,  Northwest  Association,  recently  held  its  annual  recognition 
service  honoring  its  GAs.  The  emphasis  was  on  the  WMU  Centennial  celebration. 
Pictured,  front  row,  left  to  right,  are  Kami  Willhrd,  Julia  Phillips,  Amy  Price,  Amy  Dye, 
Lucy  Phillips,  and  Genia  Phillips.  Back  row,  Lindsey  Baker,  Stephanie  Powell,  Jamie 
Still,  Mrs.  Pheriba  Baker,  WMU  director,  Lacey  Lance,  and  Misty  Moore. 


“The  Cooperative  Program  is  the 
glue  which  holds  Southern  Baptists 
together  and  enables  them  to  stick  to 
the  Great  Commission.”  —  Thomas  E. 
Halsell 


Letters  to  the  editor 


The  Caine  statement  ,  The  problem  solver 


Editor: 

This  letter  is  written  to  show  my 
support  for  Dr.  Curtis  Caine,  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Life  Com¬ 
mission.  I  believe  there  is  a  deliberate 
attempt  on  the  part  of  “liberal”  forces 
within  this  denomination  to  see  that 
Dr.  Caine  is  forced  to  resign  his  seat 
on  the  Christian  Life  Commission. 

I  read  the  articles  and  talked  with 
Dr.  Caine  personally  concerning  the 
statements  he  made,  and  I  concur 
with  all  the  suggestions  he  made  that 
would  bring  our  denomination  back  to 
a  correct  biblical  stance  on  some  ma¬ 
jor  issues  confronting  our  society. 

In  fact,  we  need  more  people  like 
Dr.  Caine,  who  will  state  what  they 
believe,  regardless  of  the  conse¬ 
quences.  He  is  a  good  and  honorable 
man,  and  my  friend,  they  are  hard  to 
find  today. 

John  L.  Heiden 
Jackson 

Regardless  of  one's  agreement  or 
disagreement  with  Dr.  Caine,  he  ex¬ 
pressed  his  convictions,  which  he  cer¬ 
tainly  has  a  right  to  do.  I  can  assure 
readers,  however,  that  there  is  no 
“liberal”  attempt  to  remove  him  from 
the  Christian  Life  Commission.  The 
only  protests  that  I  have  seen  have 
been  three  or  four  isolated  editorials 
in  state  papers  and  a  statement  by  the 
director  of  the  Christian  Life  Commis¬ 
sion,  Richard  Land,  who  certainly  is 
no  liberal.  —  Editor 


Americans,  begin  where  you  are, 
with  what  you  have  on  hand.  Place  an 
open  Holy  Bible  on  top  of  your  televi¬ 
sion  set.  Then,  watch  our  heavenly 
Father  restore  the  innocence  and 
bearity  of  our  children’s  childhoods, 
replace  our  national  confusion  with 
heavenly  guidance,  our  national 
apathy  with  constructive  action,  and 
inspire  us  by  his  Holy  Spirit  to 
spiritual  revival  and  rebirth  — 
leading  us  to  victory,  victory  his  Son 
has  already  won! 

These  open  Bibles  will  be  evidence 
on  earth  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Living  Word,  and  of  our  loyalty  to  his 
Holy  Will  in  our  lives.  Also,  they  will 
be  an  invitation  to  all  of  us  to  “read, 
mark,  enjoy,  and  inwardly  digest”  The 
Book  of  all  books  which,  when  applied 
in  his  Holy  Spirit,  solves  every 
problem. 

“. . .  Not  by  might  [armament],  nor 
by  power  [political,  wealth],  but  by 
my  spirit  [the  Holy  Ghost,  the  Holy 
Comforter,  the  Holy  Spirit],  saith  the 
LORD  of  hosts,”  Zechariah  4:6,  The 
King  James  Version. 

Ida  Fondren 
Hattiesburg 

Supports  Dr.  Caine 

Editor: 

Due  to  numerous  letters  in  various 
publications  regarding  the  remarks 
of  Dr.  Curtis  Caine,  the  majority  of 


pastor  on 
20th  year 

Edgdr  Lee  Wright,  pastor  of  New 
Sight  Church,  Brookhaven,  was  hon¬ 
ored  Dec.  11  in  the  morning  service  in 
recognition  of  his 
20  years  of  service. 
Tammy  Middleton, 
pastor  of  Wood- 
lawn  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  La.  and 
former  pastor  of 
Halbert  Heights 
Church,  delivered 
the  message. 
Talmadge  Smith, 
director  of  mis- 
Wright  sions  for  Copiah 
and  Lincoln  Association,  stated  that 
Wright  has  the  longest  tenure  of  any 
pastor  in  Lincoln  County.  Also  speak¬ 
ing  were  Jim  Storey,  Shelton 
Williams,  and  Wayne  Ashmore. 

Mrs.  Nell  Strube,  representing  the 
WMU,  presented  the  pastor  and  his 
Avife,  Marguerite,  a  quilt  made  by 
members  of  the  WMU  as  a  gift.  Joe 
Ashley,  chairm^  of  deacons, 
presented  him  with  a  commemorative 
plaque.  After  the  service  a  covered 
dish  luncheon  was  held  in  the 
fellowship  hall. 


Senior  adult 
corner 


Kosciusko’s  First  Church  has  received 
the  Standard  of  Excellence  for  eight  years 
Pictured  is  David  Hulsey,  minister  of 
education,  presenting  the  1988  certificate 
to  Mrs.  Dorothy  Craft,  Triple  L  President. 
First  record  of  a  meeting  of  senior  adults 
is  dated  July  26,  1979,  with  Vic  Johnston 
as  leader.  The  first  Standard  of  Excellence 
certificate  was  attained  by  them  in  1980 
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to  buy  any  of  these  securities.  The  offering  is  made  only  by  Prospectus. 


which  have  been  highly  critical  and 
have  either  stated  firmly  or  else  im¬ 
plied  that  Dr.  Caine  is  alone  in  his 
thinking,  I  wish  to  submit  my  view¬ 
point.  Incidently  my  viewpoint  seems 
to  be  the  viewpoint  of  the  majority  of 
my  friends. 

By  way  of  introduction,  I  am  just  a 
plain,  ordinary,  average  member  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Jackson, 
Mississippi.  I  finished  college  with  a 
degree  in  chemical  engineering,  was 
grabbed  by  the  Army  in  March  of  1942 
(ended  up  as  a  full  colonel),  am  also 
a  graduate  of  the  Command  and 
General  Staff  College  at  Fort  Leaven¬ 
worth,  have  also  passed  the  Certified 
Public  Accountants  examination,  and 
practiced  as  a  CPA  for  years  in  my 
own  office. 

Now,  having  stated  my  general 
background  or  lack  thereof,  I  wish  to 
state  that  I  agree  fully  with  the 
remarks  of  Dr.  Caine  and  firmly 
believe  it  would  be  desirable  Jor  peo¬ 
ple  to  investigate  the  truth  or  falsity 
of  his  remarks  before  they  begin  de¬ 
nouncing  him  as  a  person. 

The  entire  episode  makes  one 
realize  the  truth  of  the  Arabian  pro¬ 
verb  (straight  fnpm  the  Koran): 
“When  you  propose  to  tell  people  the 
truth,  be  sure  you  have  one  foot  in  the 
stirrup.” 

William  H.  Howell 

Jackson 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  COMMENTARIES 


Peter  and  John  show  boldness  in  face  of  opposition 


By  Bert  Breland 
Acts  4:1-31 

Peter  and  John  are  arrested  by  the  temple 
guards  who  are  acting  on  orders  from  the 
Sanhedrin.  The  Sanhedrin  is  the  highest 
authority  among  the  Jewish 
people  and  had  maintained 
considerable  power  under 
Roman  rule.  They  have 
challenged  the  disciples  in 
regard  to  their  authority, 
“By  what  power,  or  in  what 
name,  have  you  done  this?” 
(v.7).  There  is  a  great  deal 
of  scorn  and  contempt  in 
this  question.  These  religious 
leaders  considered,  these 
Breland  disciples  common  and  un¬ 
trained.  Frank  Stagg  captured  the  spirit  of  their 
contempt  when  he  wrote,  “A  valid  paraphrase 
would  be,  ‘By  what  authority  or  by  what  name 
did  you  do  this,  such  as  you!’  ” 

Peter  was  undaunted  by  their  scorn  'and 
fearless  in  his  defense.  The  reason  for  his 
courage  is  quite  clear.  He  was  filled  withrthe 
Holy  Spirit.  Their  question  has  given  Peter  ah 
opportunity  to  witness  for  Christ.  They  wanted 
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to  know  in  what  name  this  work  had  been  done 
and  he  used  this  as  the  substance  of  his  defense. 
He  had  healed  the  man  in  a  certain  name  and 
it  just  happened  to  be  the  name  of  a  man  that 
his  questioners  had  rejected  and  crucified. 

Peter  cuts  them  to  the  quick  and  then  rubs 
a  little  salt  in  the  wound.  Peter  boldly  proclaims 
to  them  that  the  one  whom  you  crucified,  God 
raised  from  the  dead!  The  very  idea  of  resur¬ 
rection  was  offensive  to  those  in  leadership  on 
the  Sanhedrin.  Peter’s  proof  that  what  be  was 
saying  was  true  was  standing  right  beside  him 
—  a  man  who  was  lame  from  birth  who  had 
been  made  well  in  the  name  of  Jesus. 

The  Sanhedrin  had  been  confronted  with  ir¬ 
refutable  proof  (v.  16),  and  now  they  were 
desperately  looking  for  a  way  out.  They  were 
not'  really  concerned  with  the  truth,  but  rather 
they  were  concerned  with  preserving  the  status 
quo  and  their  own  positions  and  authority.  They 
refused  to  even  consider  the  possibility  that  this 
'  Jesds uf'Nazarreth  might  have  been  the  Christ. 
"However,  on  this  day  Peter  would  boldly  pro¬ 


claim  that  Jesus  was  the  Christ  and  that  there 
was  no  salvation  in  any  other  name. 

The  Sanhedrin,  who  deemed  themselves  the 
caretakers  of  God’s  salvation,  were  unable  to 
refute  this  claim.  All  that  they  could  muster 
was  a  threat  not  to  teach  in  this  name.  Peter 
and  John  realized  that  they  had  the  upper  hand 
in  this  situation  and  they  let  them  know  in  no 
uncertain  terms  that  they  would  continue 
teaching  and  preaching  Jesus  Christ. 

These  disciples  have  a  boldness  and  a  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  face  of  opposition  that  only  God 
is  able  to  provide.  “For  we  cannot  stop  speak¬ 
ing  what  we  have  seen  and  heard”  (v.  20).  These 
words  testify  of  men  who  are  driven  by  a  mis¬ 
sion.  They  are  consumed  by  the  message  and 
the  One  who  has  sent  them.  It  is  this  spirit  of 
zeal  and  dedication  that  we  see  in  the  disciples 
that  speaks  volume  concerning  the  truth  of  the 
gospel.  If  these  men  had  not  seen  the  resur¬ 
rected  Lord,  why  would  they  risk  their  lives? 

It  seems  inconceivable  that  they  would  have 
such  boldness  in  the  face  of  such  opposition  if 
they  weren’t  absolutely  sure  Jesus  Christ  arose. 
There  is  a  lesson  here  for  all  of  us  who  claim 
Christ.  If  we  truly  believe  that  he  arose,  then 
we  ought  also  to  be  able  to  say  with  the 


disciples,  I  “cannot  stop  speaking  what  I  have 
seen  and  heard.” 

This  chapter  concludes  with  Peter  and  John 
returning  to  the  other  disciples  and  sharing 
with  them  their  experience.  After  they  have 
shared,  one  of  the  disciples  leads  in  a  prayer 
that  has  a  profound  effect  on  everyone  present. 
He  prays  not  as  Jews  have  prayed  in  the  past, 
for  the  destruction  of  his  enemies,  but  rather 
he  prays  that  they  will  continue  to  be  able  to 
speak  the  word  with  confidence. 

It  is  not  a  prayer  that  God  would  remove 
them  from  their  problems.  It  is  a  prayer  that 
God  would  sustain  them  in  the  midst  of  their 
problems.  God  answers  this  prayer  in  a  mighty 
and  powerful  way.  The  scripture  records  that 
the  place  is  literally  shaken,  and  that  they  are 
all  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  begin  to  speak 
the  word  of  God  with  boldness,  they  are  unified, 
unselfish,  willing  to  share,  and  with  great  power 
they  begin  to  witness  for  Christ. 

Greater  than  the  miracle  of  a  physical  shak¬ 
ing  is  the  spiritual  shaking  that  took  place  in 
their  lives  which  strengthened  their  witness  for 
Christ  in  the  midst  of  opposition. 

Breland  is  pastor.  North  Greenwood  Church, 
Greenwood. 


Love  —  the  result  of  forgiveness 


By  Gary  G.  Berry 
Luke  7:36-50 

People  who  have  experienced  the  forgiveness 
of  Christ  in  their  lives  have  a  genuine  desire  to 
love  Him  and  to  serve  Him. 

More  than  likely,  it  was 
out  of  courtesy  or  curiosity 
that  Simon  the  Pharisee  in¬ 
vited  Jesus  to  eat  with  him. 
While  the  meal  was  in  pro¬ 
gress.  a  woman  whose 
lifestyle  and  sins  were  of 
public  record  came  to  Jesus. 
Being  overcome  with  emo¬ 
tion.  she  wept  on  the  feet  of 
Jesus  and  anointed  them 
with  expensive  ointment. 
”err'  Her  outpouring  of  devotion 
and  her  sacrifice  of  the  ointment  demonstrate 
that  her  heart  had  been  touched  by  the  grace 
of  God.  Something  had  happened  to  her,  for  it 
is  not  normal  for  reputable  sinners  to  display 
such  love  for  and  adoration  of  the  one  whose 
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very  presence  brings  conviction  of  sins. 

Meanwhile,  Simon  and  Pharisee  was 
somewhat  incensed  that  Jesus  would  allow  such 
a  notorious  sinner  even  to  touch  him  ( verse  39 1 . 
Simon  would  never  have  done  that.  Years  ago 
a  man  who  made  and  sold  "bootleg”  whiskey 
began  attending  worship  services  at  a  certain 
church  One  night  a  member  remarked.  "We 
don’t  need  people  like  that  in  our  church." 
Simon  the  Pharisee  would  have  agreed  The 
fact  is,  however,  that  "sinners"  are  the  very  peo¬ 
ple  we  need  most  urgently  to  be  reaching 

Jesus  took  time  to  teach  every  self-righteous 
Pharisee  a  lesson  (verses  40-43 1.  That  lesson 
has  not  been  applied  often  enough.  He  declared 
that  it  is  the  person  who  has  been  forgiven  more 
who  will  love  more. 

How  much  do  we  love  Jesus?  Words  alone  do 
not  provide  sufficient  evidence.  Love  is 
demonstrated  in  service,  adoration,  obedience. 


and  worship.  Perhaps  we  no  longer  see 
ourselves  as  having  been  in  such  dire  need  of 
the  grace  and  forgiveness  of  Jesus.  Perhaps  we 
were  saved  when  we  were  “good  little  boys  and 
girls"  and  have  forgotten  that  his  grace  and 
forgiveness  were  necessary  even  then  to  save 
us.  Pharisees  always  seem  to  have  trouble 
understanding  grace.  The  peculiar  sin  of  many 
“church  folks”  may  be  that  they  suffer  spiritual 
blindness  as  a  result  of  their  own 
self-righteousness. 

Jesus  turned  to  the  woman  and  told  her,  “Thy 
sins  are  forjgiven”  (verse  48)  She  was  weeping 
and  anointing  his  feet  out  of  gratitude  for  his 
forgiveness.  He  had  forgiven  her  sins  prior  to 
that  occasion.  Never  assume  that  she  was  earn¬ 
ing  her  forgiveness  by  a  display  of  emotion. 
Emotion,  even  regret,  never  purchases 
forgiveness  from  God.  To  the  contrary,  ap¬ 
parently  on  some  previous  occasion  she  had 
met  Jesus,  acknowledged  her  sins,  and 
repented  of  them.  As  a  result,  he  had  forgiven 
her.  His  statement  here  serves  to  reassure  her 


that  her  sins  had  been  forgiven  in  the  past  and 
stand  forgiven  in  the  present. 

Neither  should  we  conclude  that  her  sins 
were  forgiven  because  she  loved  him  much 
(verse  47).  Rather,  she  is  showing  her  love 
which  is  a  result  of  her  forgiveness.  We  are  not 
forgiven  because  we  are  emotional,  nor  because 
we  have  warm  regard  for  Jesus.  We  are 
forgiven  because  we  confess  our  sin,  turn  from 
it,  and  cast  ourselves  on  the  mercy  of  God  to 
forgive  us. 

The  woman  had  exercised  faith  in  Jesus 
(verse  50).  That  is  how  she  had  been  saved.  She 
relied  upon  him  to  do  for  her  what  she  could  not 
do  for  herself. 

If  you  have  received  the  forgiveness  of  Christ, 
how  are  you  expressing  your  love  to  him?  There 
are  people  around  each  of  us  who  have  serious 
spiritual  needs.  What  better  way  to  show  our 
love  and  gratitude  to  Jesus  for  his  forgiveness 
than  to  tell  others  of  his  desire  to  forgive  them 
and  .bring  wholeness  to  their  lives? 

Berry  is  pastor.  First,  McComb. 


Pitfalls  of  pride:  “pride  goeth  before  destruction* 


By  J.  Greg  Martin 
1  Corinthians  4:18-5:8 

Proverbs  16:18  says,  “Pride  goeth  before 
destruction,  and  an  haughty  spirit  before  a  iaM?’ 
We  all  know  that  timeless  verse  is  true. 

However,  I  wonder  how  far  a 
fall  the  writer  is  describing9 
Perhaps  the  answer  depends 
on  the  magnitude  of  the 
haughty  spirit. 

The  church  members  at 
Corinth  surely  had  fallen  to 
a  new  spiritual  low  because 
of  pride.  They  were  “puffed 
w  up"  (4:18.  19;  5:2).  As  a 
^result  of  their  arrogance, 
immorality  was  allowed  in 
Martin  the  church.  Pride,  like  many 
sins,  leads  to  more  sin  if  it  is  not  repented  of. 
Paul  warned  that  he  was  coming  soon  and 
hoped  the  problem  would  be  corrected  before 
he  arrived.  However,  if  the  Corinthians  forsook 
their  responsiblity,  Paul  was  ready  to  deal  with 
the  problem  when  he  got  there. 
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- - - - - - - 

The  problem  he  addressed  concerned  a 
church  member  living  in  an  incestuous  situa¬ 
tion.  There  pore  was  more  than  a  fleeting 
rumor.  It  was  a  fact  (vs.  1).  As  a  result  of  the 
church’s  tolerance,  the  testimony  of  God  was 
hindered.  Pride  helped  cripple  the  church’s  ef¬ 
fectiveness.  The  church  was  too  puffed  up  to 
deal  with  the  problem. 

Although  God  held  the  erring  brother  accoun¬ 
table  for  his  sin.  he  also  held  the  church  respon¬ 
sible  for  not  correcting  the  problem.  Several 
times  Paul  mentioned  the  necessity  of  remov¬ 
ing  the  immoral  offender  (5:2,  7,  9,  11,  13). 
Notice  his  counsel  was  “in  the  name  of  our  Lord 
Jesus”  (vs.  4). 

The  purpose  for  putting  an  immoral  offender 
out  of  the  church  is  twofold.  It  is  to  bring  puri- 
.  ty  to  the  church  and  restoration  _tp  the  erring 
brother.  If  sin  is  left  unconfessed  and 
unrepented  of,  it  will  spread  like  cancer  and  in¬ 


fect  the  entire  body  of  Christ.  In  the  same  way 
that  leaven  affects  the  whole  loaf  of  bread,  in¬ 
dividual  sin  eventually  corrupts  the  entire 
church.  Sin  in  an  individual,  as  well  as  a 
church,  needs  to  be  dealt  with  in  haste. 

The  Corinthian  church  was  corrupted  in  its 
gospel  witness.  The  members  needed  to  turn  to 
the  Lord  in  humility  to  know  how  to  deal  with 
their  problems.  James  (4:6)  instructed  his 
prideful  readers  to  draw  near  to  God  because 
“God  resisteth  the  proud,  but  giveth  grace  to 
the  humble.” 

The  attitude  for  the  Corinthians  needed  to  be 
mourning,  not  arrogance  (vs.  2).  They  had  not 
shed  one  tear  over  the  erring  brother’s  sin. 

Do  we  get  concerned  about  those  who  fail 
God?  Their  wickedness  demands  that  we  reach 
out  and  restore  them  in  humility  (vs.  2);  love 
(John  13:35);  gentleness  (Galatians  6:1-2);  and 
forgiveness  (Matthew  18:15).  Those  of  us  who 
know  the  Lord  and  walk  with  him  daily  have 
a  spiritual  obligation  to  seek  out  those  who  have 
turned  away  from  the  Lord.  Walking  with  Christ 


mandates  us  to  see  our  responsiblity  to  reclaim 
the  wayward. 

A  biblical  example  of  the  ministry  of  restora¬ 
tion  can  be  seen  in  Barnabas'  life  (Acts  13:13; 
14:36-41).  When  John  Mark  turned  away  from 
the  Lord’s  work,  Barnabas  was  there  to  en¬ 
courage,  heal,  forgive,  and  give  him  a  second 
chance.  Paul,  however,  was  less  compassionate. 
Perhaps  Paul  was  filled  with  pride.  Barnabas, 
on  the  other  hand,  was  willing  to  risk  his  good 
name  for  John  Mark's  sake.  He  was  willing  to 
associate  with  a  kingdom  quitter  if  it  would  help 
John  Mark  serve  the  Lord  again  In  II  Timothy 
4:14,  we  see  that  Paul  later  acknowledged  the 
spiritual  recovery  of  John  Mark.  This  was  not 
due  to  Paul’s  patience,  but  to  Barnabas'  humili¬ 
ty  and  commitment  to  restoration. 

Does  pride  ever  keep  us  from  being  respon¬ 
sible  believers?  I  daresay  it  is  the  root  of  all 
sorts  of  disobedience.  God’s  will  is  for  us  to  live 
in  such  a  way  that  humbleness  before  him  pro¬ 
vokes  us  unto  obedience  to  his  word. 

Martin  is  pastor.  Commission  Road  Church, 
Long  Beach. 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 


Jan.  22 
Jan.  23-24 

Jan.  26 


Baptist  Men’s  Day  (SBC/BRO  Emphasis) 

Workshop  on  “Creative  Small  Group  Leadership,”  Lake  Tiak 
O’Khata,  Louisville;  Noon,  23rd-4  p.m.,  24th  <CT) 

Church  Business  Administrators  Meeting;  Woodland  Hills  BC, 
Jackson;  9  a.m.-3  p.m.  (CAPM) 

Area  Keyboard  Festivals;  6:30-8:30  p.m.  Harrisburg  BC, 
Tupelo/FBC,  Laurel/Poplar  Springs  Drive  BC,  Meridian/FBC, 
McComb/FBC,  Vicksburg/Fairview  BC,  Columbus  (CM) 


Jan.  27  Area  Keyboard  Festivals;  6:30-8:30  p.m.;  Temple  BC,  Hat- 
tiesburg/FBC,  Pascagoula  (CM) 


Jan.  27-28  Single  Adult  Winter  Retreat ;  Alta  Woods  BC,  Jackson ;  7  pm.  27th  Julius  Caesar? ” 

-  3  p.m„  28th  (Fam  Min.-CT)  ,  Pupil:  “Yes  si 

Jan.  27-28  ASSIST  Training  Institute;  Colonial  Heights  BC,  Jackson;  5  pm.,  Iteacher:  “Wh 
27th-2  p.m.,  28th  (SS)  ,  would  be  doing  n 

Jan.  28  Area  Keyboard  Festivals;  9:30-11:30  a  m.;  Second  BC,  Green-  Pupil:  “Dra 
ville/Colonial  Hills  BC,  Southaven/FBC,  Jackson  (CM)  pension” 


Teacher:  “Have  you  ever  heard  of 


Pupil:  “Yes  sir” 

Teacher:  “What  do  you  think  he 
would  be  doing  now,  if  he  were  alive? 

Pupil:  "Drawing  an  old-age 
pension” 


THE  VILLAGE  VIEW 

•Dhe 

f© aptUt  QkUdren's  ‘Village 

Paul  N.  Nunnery,  Executive  Director  — 

P.  O.  Box  27,  Clinton,  MS  39064M1027,  (601)  922-2242 
Accredited  by  the  National  Association  of  Homes  for  Children 
Licensed  by  the  State  of  Mississippi 

Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hope¬ 
fully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have 
been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

Maw  4Q  IQftft  .  Mr.  Fred  Johnson,  Sr.  Marie  Elizabeth  McDounou* 

,,OT'  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Harry  C.  Hall  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Sherrell 

Dec.  15,  1988  Mias  Mattie  Cera  Johnson  Sturdivant 

'  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Seymour  Dulaney  Mrs.  Velma  Me  Elroy 

MEMORIALS  Mr  Robert  J.  Johnson  Mr  k  Mrs.  Larry  Gnemi 


Grandmother  of  Paula 
Harrington 

Mrs.  D.  C.  Owen 
Mr.  Harris 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dewey  L.  Allen 
Jr. 

Mr.  John  C.  Hathorn 
Mrs.  Ruth  GuUedge 
Brother  of  John  Haun 
Mrs.  Addie  Mae  Harvison 
R.  W.  Hay 

Mrs.  Eleanor  G.  Mims 
Mr.  Orby  Haxzard,  Sr. 

Ms.  Augusta  Peacock 
Mr.  W.  E.  Haxzard 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Fred  H. 

Blackledge 
R.  Sidney  Henley 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Fred  Powers 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  John  B.  Herring 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Marvin  Clark 
Lizzie  Hickman 
Mary  Lou  Hart  k  Family 
Brother  of  Mr.  Carroll  Hines 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  John  Anders 
Mr.  Derwood  Hines 
Mr.  *  Mrs.  Ralph  A. 

Reynolds 
Mr.  Andy  Hisscox 
Mrs.  Andy  N.  Hisscox 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Holcomb 
Miss  Ernestine  L.  Ferrell 
Mr.  Herman  Holden 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Hiram  B. 

Stanford 
Ray  Holliday 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Harmon  M. 

Walker 

Mr.  Elmer  E.  Holmes 
Mrs.  Elmer  E.  Holmes 
Lura  O.  Hoop 
Cascilla  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  k  Mrs  Pate  E.  Brown  Jr. 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Mr.  John  B.  Howard 
Miss  Honor  Ingram 
Miss  M.  J.  Ingram 
Elgie  L.  Howe 
Mrs.  Frank  G.  Meek 
Mrs.  Ellen  Howell 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Darrell  Dickens 
Mrs.  Mary  M.  Eubanks 
Miss  Guesie  Magee 
Mr.  Sam  Howell 
Ms.  Irene  Abernathy 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jimmy  Cm 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Quincy  R.  Hodges 
Alice  Tinner 
Mrs.  Henry  Hudson 
Mr.  k  Mrs  M.  0.  Boydstun 
Eldon  Hudson 
Mrs.  E.  E.  Allen 
Mr.  Car  Hon  Hurst 
Mrs  J.  P.  Marsalis 
Sheryl  Hutchinson 
Rev.  k  Mrs.  R.  L.  Sigrest  Jr.. 
Mrs.  Mattie  Ingram 
Mrs.  Hazel  Flora 
Gray  Irby 
Mr.  *  Mrs  Fred  H. 

Blackledge 
Yewetl  Halley  James 
Mrs.  Katherine  N.  Langston 
Mrs.  Velma  Jamil 
Mrs.  Dora  B.  Lowe  -  — 
Jill  Jenkins 
Mis.  R.  W.  Herbert 
Mr.  *  Mrs.  W.  M.  (Billy) 

Jenkins 

Mr.  k  Mrs  R.  M.  Allen 
Mrs.  Bonnie  Jenkins 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  W.  M.  Sheppard 
Mr.  Leslie  (Bo)  Jennings 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  J.  W.  Adams 
Mr.  Paul  Jeraigan 
Mrs.  Annie  L.  Allen 


Mr.  Fred  Johnson,  Sr. 

Mr.  k  Mrs  Harry  C.  Hall 
Mias  Mattie  Cora  Johnson 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Seymour  Dulaney 
Mr.  Robert  J.  Johnson 
Miss  Honor  Ingram 
Miss  M.  J.  Ingram 
Mrs.  Millsaps  Johnson 
Mr<  J.  L  Martin 
Mr.  Jpeph  Wilson  Jones 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Larry  Alderman 
MY  &  Mrs.  Fred  Baine 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Benton  C.  Strain 
Jack  Jonrdan 
Mrs.  T.  A.  Drake  Sr. 

Bessie  Barry  Kennedy 
Mrs.  Ruth  D.  Lay 
Mr.  Herman  Kennedy 
Dr.  k  Mrs.  Harold  Ward 
Mrs.  Kathryn  Kent 
Mrs.  P.  E.  Wooten  Jr. 

Charles  Kergosien 
Mrs.  Mayme  L.  Prevost 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Charles  Killebrew 
Ms.  Charline  Killebrew 
Mrs.  Dorothy  L.  Klotz 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  W.  J.  Simmons  Jr. 
Roy  Brown  Knight,  Sr. 

Ms.  Dottie  Jones 
Mr.  C.  W.  Kremer 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Sherrell 

Sturdivant 
Matthew  Kuluz.  Jr. 

Mrs.  Amy  A.  Allen 
Ruth  Lacey 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Randy  Johnson 
Mr.  C.  J.  Lackey,  Jr. 

Forest  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Nolan  Ladner 
Pearl  River  Farmer’s 

Cooperative 
Mrs.  Kate  Lamar 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Owen  D.  Jones 
Mrs.  Fred  Lavender 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  E.  B.  Senter 
Mrs.  Virginia  Lea 
Ms.  Christine  Castle 
Miss  Susan  Lee 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Huey  Duncan 
Mr.  Grady  Lewis 
Mrs.  Madge  Black 
Mr.  Glynn  Liner 
Barbara  4  Charles  Bevil 
Mr.  Joe  Litchfield 
Dianne,  Kathy  4  Nikki 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Smith 
Mrs.  Betty  Lucky 
Ms.  Dorothy  Simmons 
Lauren  Lukens 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Dolan  Fleming 
Mrs.  Era  Maddox 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  James  E.  Nail 
Mrs.  Katherine  C.  Magee 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Euree  J. 

Grantham 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  G.  C.  Hankins 
Bryant  4  Peggy  Myatt 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  C.  J.  Kees  Jr. 
Jerry  Sullivan  Sunday  School 

Class 

Mrs.  Myrtis  Magee 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Clifton  Mobley 
John  Derrick  Martin 
Mrs.  Jane  Pinson  Wilson 
Mrs.  O.  D.  Martin  . 

Ms.  Coleene  D.  Purcell 
Norman  ■’Jack"  Martin 
Judd  R  Allen 
Mr.  Roland  McAllister 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  T.  J.  Spears 
Mr.  Billy  Perry  McTaugh 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  G.  Wayne  Smith' 
James  McCoo 
Ms.  Dottie  Jones 
Mr.  Joe  McCuIly 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  M.  0.  Boydstun 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Willard  McDade  4 

Clifford 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Edgar  Garrett 
Mrs.  Eugenia  M.  Therrell 
Margaret  M.  Gully 
Mrs.  J.  L.  McCasklU 


Marie  Elizabeth  McDounough 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Sherrell 
Sturdivant 
Mrs.  Velma  McElroy 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Larry  Gnemi 
A.  L.  “Son”  McElveen 
Mrs.  Robert  H.  Brumfield  4 
Kay 

W.  L.  Rimes 
Billy  McGauh 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Cutts 
Debra  Kay  McGraw  * 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Granville 
Vaughan 

Virginia  Vaughan 
Mrs.  Maxie  McLendon 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Wilton  Spitchley 
Mrs.  June  McNeese 
Mrs.  Ruby  Le  McNease  4 
Family 

Mrs.  C.  L.  McNeil 
Aven  4  Hortense  Whittington 
Rudolph  McRee 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  J.  M.  Nipper 
Joe  Lee  McWilliams 
Mrs.  Joe  Lee  McWilliams 
Snow  Mechatto 
Ms.  Martha  J.  Till 
J.  T.  Merrell 
Mrs.  Donna  Peterson 
Diana  “Brooke"  Mitchell 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Howard  Hooper 
Mrs.  Merrill  D.  Moore 
Mr  4  Mrs  Earl  C  Yates 
Randy  Moore 
Mrs.  Joe  Lee  McWilliams 
Billie  Sue  Morton 
Mrs  Gladys  M.  Bell 
Fannye  E.  Munsterman 
Mr  4  Mrs.  V.  0.  Franklin 
Mrs.  Mary  Flowers  Nation 
Mrs.  Ruth  B.  Purser 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Harmon  Alley 
Mrs.  Willanna  Mallett 
Mary  Staten  Newton 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Tbm  Rice 
Paul  D.  Nichols 
Mr  4  Mrs  Everett  Wilson 
Mr  4  Mrs.  P.  C.  Nichols 
Charlene  Nored 
Ruth  Sunday  School,  FBC, 
Cleveland 
Mr.  Jan  Newell 
Bill  4  Dorothy  Ford 
Mrs.  Inez  Nowell 
Bill  4  Dorothy  Ford 
Mrs.  Marie  R.  Nutt 
Mr.  Robert  C.  Odom  Family 
Mrs.  Ary  Phillips 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Gus  Carraway 
Mrs.  W.  N.  (Carolyn  Davis) 
Oliver  Jr. 

Mr  4  Mrs  C.  H.  Melton 
Bryan  4  Bess  Davis 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  James  Graves 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Nathan  Oliver.  Sr. 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  J.  Robert  Laws  he 
Mrs.  Nathan  Oliver 
Mr  4  Mrs  R  B.  Peery 
Mrs.  Willie  Olsen 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Sanford 
McNemar  , 

Oscar  Miller  ■  _ 

Mrs.  Oscar  (Sara)  Miller 
Mrs.  May  Oswalt 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Bobby  McCarty 
Kermit  Pace 
Country  Creek  Ministry 
Jack  Parker 
Country  Creek  Ministry 
Mrs.  May  Parker 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Baxter  P.  Irby 
Mrs.  May  Taylor  Parker 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Gant 
Robert  C.  (Bobby)  Payne.  Jr. 
Men’s  Bible  Class,  Liberty 
BC 

Parents  of  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Hank 
Peebles  4  Mr.  4  Mrs. 
Henry  Peebles 
Mr  4  Mrs  Hank  Peebles 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Henry  Peebles 


John  Lee  Peeples 
Mrs.  Eloise  Avery 
Rodney  Phillips 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Dewey  L.  Allen 
Jr. 

Charles  Pinson 
Mrs.  Jane  Pinson  Wilson 
Franklin  W.  Power 
Esther  4  Baxter  Thompson 
Mr.  Charles  C.  Rakes traw 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Ralph  Kolb 
Mrs.  Mary  Eleanor  Randall 
Ruth  Sunday  School,  FBC, 
Eupora 

Mrs.  Charles  G.  Rankin 
Mrs.  Roy  B.  Fowles 
Mrs.  Madie  Raper 
Ms.  Katherine  Melton 
Mr.  J.  E.  Ray 

Mr.' 4  Mrs.  Seymour  Dulaney 
Mrs.  Bertha  C.  Middleton 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  G.  Wayne  Smith 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Ray 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  W.  M.  Sheppard 
Mrs.  M.  D.  Reagan 
Cliff  4  Jane  Bailey 
Frank  E.  Rice 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  J.  M.  Nipper 
Carl  Willie  Roberts 
Mrs.  Sadie  Neal  Whitt 
Dr.  William  Robinson 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  S.  0.  Kuykendall 
Mr.  Earl  Rose  berry 
Mrs.  Christine  Alien  4 
Family 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Edwin  M.  Harris 
Mrs.  Addie  Mae  Harvison 
Mrs.  Miriam  Ka trishin 
Dr.  4  Mrs.  William  A. 

Sirmon 

Mrs.  Frances  Ross 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Robert  Lynn 
Fortenberry 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  J.  P.  Stogner 
Barbara  Rozell 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  James  N. 
Boatright 

Mr.  James  Monroe  “Stud” 
Rutledge 

Bethany  Sunday  School,  FBC, 
Greenwood 
Mrs.  R  K.  Stephens 
Miss  Ruth  Pate  Womack 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  W.  L.  Williford 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Charles  M. 
Eskridge 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Paul  J.  Jaggars 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Gene  Millsaps 
Mrs.  Martha  M.  Stone 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Lawrence 
Tilghmon 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  James  4  Family 
Nason 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Robert  Quinn 
Ruth  Stubbs  4  Family 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Russell  Kyzar  Jr. 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  W  M  Sheppard 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Harry  C.  Hall 
Mrs.  Dymple  H.  Dorroh 
Melanie  Sanders 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  W.  L  Sandefur 
Mr.  Satcher 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Fred  H. 

Blackledge 

Mrs.  Carolyn  Schilling 
Mrs.  Audrey  S.  EUzey 
Ms.  Elise  Meyer 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  W.  J.  Simmons  Jr.  - 
Lomie  Massey  Scott 
Truitt  4  Chamelia  Phillips 
Mr.  Ernest  G.  Scott 
Mrs.  Mary  Nell  May 
Mrs.  Lomie  Massey  Scott  ^ 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Randy  JohnsS 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Robert  Quinn 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Raymond  L. 

Craig 

Mrs.  Rena  Selby 
Mr  4  Mrs.  J.  E.  Ruth 
Rev.  Hubert  Self 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Doyle  Turner 
Don  Shearer 
Mr.  Jeff  D.  Crisler 
Mr.  Delbert  Shivel 
Vaiden  Baptist  Church 
Ms.  Katherine  Melton 
Mrs.  Annie  Lanrie  Shivers 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Ottis  Crawford 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Bennie  D.  Harrell 

in 

Ms.  Frances  Parish 
Mrs.  Catherine  Shoemake 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Ralph  Gray 
Clarence  4  Eula  Mae  Sims 
Country  Creek  Ministry 
Jack  Smith 

The  James  A.  Case  Family 
Albert  R.  Smith 
Mrs.  Albert  R.  Smith 
Grady  Smith 
Mrs.  Edna  Earle  Coats 
Mr.  J.  Vernon  Smith 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  R.  E.  Smith 
Mr.  Vessie  Smith- 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Virgil  Boone 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Joe  Boone 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE 

ABOUT 

VILLAGE  MAIL 

On  January  1, 1989  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village  address 
for  the  administrative,  financial  and  distribution  center  (The 
India  Nunnery  campus)  ONLY  was  changed  to: 

THE  BAPTIST  CHILDREN’S  VILLAGE 
P.  O.  BOX  27 

CLINTON,  MS  39060-0027 

Please  DESTROY  (not  change  address  on)  any  envelopes 
you  may  have  with  a  Jackson,  Mississippi  address.  We 
will  furnish  business  reply  envelopes  with  the  new  Clinton 
address  if  you  will  let  us  know  you  so  desire. 

IF  YOU  CHOOSE  TO  USE  YOUR  OWN  PERSONAL 
ENVELOPE  AND  PAY  THE  POSTAGE  PLEASE  MAIL  TO: 

THE  BAPTIST  CHILDREN’S  VILLAGE 
P.  O.  BOX  27 

CLINTON,  MISSISSIPPI  39060-0027 

Do  not  send  any  mail  for  The  Village  to  a  JACKSON  ad¬ 
dress.  Thanks  for  your  cooperation  with  this  address  change! 

THE  BAPTIST  CHILDREN  S  VILLAGE 

Paul  N.  Nunnery,  Executive  Director 
P.  O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  Mississippi  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 


Licensed  by 
State  of  Missiesippi 


m 


Accredited  by 
National  Aaaociation  of 
Homes  for  Children 


Paul  N.  Nunnery  (right),  Executive  Director  for  The  Village 
welcomes  new  Trustee,  Mr.  William  (Bill)  Sones  (left),  Presi¬ 
dent  of  State  Bank  and  Trust  Company  of  Brookhaven,  as 
a  member  of  The  Village’s  Board  of  Trustees. 


Mn.  Helen  J.  Smith 
Grandchildren 
Mrs  Fannie  M.  Scott 
Mn.  Lula  Bell  Smith 
The  James  A.  Case  Family 
Sherri  Lynn  Smith 
Mr.  Odie  Smith  Jr. 

Vernun  S.  Smith 
Mrs  Robert  D.  Hart 
Mr.  Jack  Spears 
__  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Owen  D.  Jones 
Mr.  Spencer 
Mr.  Charles  Holmes 
Mr.  Willie  J.  Spencer 
Callie  D.  Chism  Sunday 
School 

Georgia  Clarke 
Ms  Elizabeth  Wicks 
Mrs.  Harry  S.  Burton 
Mr.  4  Mrs  W  E  Campbell 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  G.  E.  Ingram 
Mr.  Larry  Slangier 
Mrs.  Addie  Mae  Harvison 
Perry  B.  Stanley.  Jr.  4  Sr. 

Mrs.  Joe  A.  Hendrix 
Mrs.  Jo  Staples 
Section  Staff,  San  Antonio, 
TX 

Southwestern  Bell  Telephone 
Company 


1M  Starnes 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Milburn  Starnes 
Mr.  Lawrence  Stephens 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Henry  F.  Bishop 
Mr.  4  Mrs  C.  J.  Kees  Jr. 

Dr.  Roland  H.  Stevens 
Mr  Harold  Wilson 
Mr.  Bishop  Stevens 
Dr.  4  Mrs  William  B 
Thompson 
Mr.  J.  B.  Stroud 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Stroud 
Mr.  Willie  Sumrall 
Rev  4  Mrs.  Howard  T. 
Scarborough 
Mrs.  Jay  Thppan 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Fred  H. 
Blackledge 

Mr  4  Mrs.  H.  E  Dawkins 
James  E.  4  Jim  Q.  Tatum 
Mrs.  Jimmie  T.  Callicoat 
Fannie  Mae  Taylor 
Dr.  4  Mrs.  Charles  Deevers 
Gary  V.  Taylor 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Donald  E.  Taylor 
Mr.  Paul  Taylor 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Ralph  A. 
Reynolds 

Mr.  Willie  L.  Trmpleton 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Eaves 


Mrs.  W.  E.  Thornhill 
Ms.  Rita  L.  Easley 
Ranch  Moore 
Mr.  Jewel  Thrasher 
Ms.  Cindy  McGee 
Mrs  Ruby  Travis 
Mrs.  Yvonne  Travis 
George  D.  Triplett 
Ms.  Wendell  Sanders 
Mary  &  Tullos 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  B.  R.  Taylor 
Mrs.  Robert  (TVetsa)  Turcot! 
V  Mrs.  Ada  Sumrall 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Gift  Landrum 
Dr.  4  Mrs  Eugene  I.  Farr 
Lucie  Lulken  Turner 
Mrs  R  W  Herbert 
Mn.  H.  R.  Vsrnado,  Sr. 

Mrs  W  H.  Sumrall 
Mn.  G.  C.  Vsrnado 
Mn.  Audrey  S.  EUzey 
Mias  Stella  Walker 
Mr.  4  Mn.  James  A. 

Hathorn 

Mn.  Velma  Walker 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Furr  Jr. 

Mr.  4  Mn.  E.  N.  Ross  Jr. 

(To  be  continued) 
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Devotional 


Learning  to  love 


Salem  Church,  Collins,  will  hold  a 
dedication  service  for  its  renewed 
sanctuary  on  Jan.  22  at  11  a.m.  and  a/i 
Open  House  and  Reception  from 
2-3:30  p.m. 

The  renovation  included  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  choir  loft.  The  foyer  was 
redesigned  to  make  additional  seating 
in  the  sanctuary  and  a  marble  floor 
was  added  to  the  foyer.  Eight  stained 
glass  windows  were  installed  with 
oval  medallions  that  picture  the  Life 
of  Christ.  A  focal  point  in  the  church 
baptistry  is  a  hand  constructed  dove. 
All  lighting,  sound,  temperature  and 
telephone  controls  were  placed  in  a 
technical  booth  at  the  rear  of  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  and  a  new  sound  system  was 
installed. 

The  renovation  also  included  kit¬ 
chen  redecoration;  rest  room  im¬ 
provements;  purchase  of  grand 
piano;  and  removal  of  the  old  steeple 
and  replacement  with  a  new  steeple 
that  is  lighted. 

The  renovation  goal  of  $94,000  was 
reached  on  Dec.  18.  Since  that  time 
almost  $5,000  more  has  been  given  for 
other  church  renovation  projects. 

The  committee  involved :  Survey  — 
Oak  Grove  Church,  Smithdale,  Bill  Morris,  chairman,  Hascal  Collins, 
licensed  James  (Jack)  Whittington  in  Gary  Gibson,  Gwen  Keys  Hitt,  and 
the  morning  service  on  Jan.  8.  Whit-  Regina  McQueen.  Fund  raising  —  W. 
tington,  a  deacon,  can  be  reached  for  C.  (Whit)  Whittington,  chairman, 
supply  at  Rt.  1.  Box  260,  Smithdale,  Gwen  Keys  Hitt,  Jerry  Jones, 
MS  39664,  or  call  (601)  567-2276.  Roanoke  Keys,  and  Janet  Rogers. 

JSSttSESSSCt 

S& .•yss’&s*  923"*92  -!  *3?  EftSSTSSS 

secretary. 

Jethro  Hosea  Rochester,  %,  of  ~ 

Byhalia,  retired  U!S.  Postal  Service 

employee,  died  Jan.  9  at  a  convales-  £)ivnv*rl6 

cent  center  in  Memphis.  He  was  a  ntlI  U  J  dWdrU® 
deacon  emeritus  of  First  Baptist  colinlorcliin 


“Let  the  Organ  Be  Silent”  Day 
honors  Pascagoula  musician 


First  Church,  Pascagoula  recently 
honored  Mrs.  Iris  L.  Anderson  on  her 
twentieth  anniversary  as  church  organist. 
The  church  family  proclaimed  Jan.  8  as 
"Let  The  Organ  Be  Silent  Day”  in  order 
for  the  church  to  realize  the  importance 
of  the  organ  in  worship.  A  reception  was 
held  at  which  Mrs.  Anderson  was 
presented  with  a  gift  from  the  church  and 
a  plaque  commemorating  her  years  of 
dedicated  service.  Dennis  L.  Johnsey  is 
pastor,  and  Gary  Anglin  is  minister  of 
music. 

John  Rednour,  left,  chairman  of  the 
church’s  Personnel  Committee,  presented 
a  plaque  of  appreciation  to  Mrs.  Ander®- 
son,  right. 


Staff  changes 


'WWpy^P.Torbett  has  accepted  the  Rick  Atwood,  a  senior  at  Mississippi 
pastorate  of  First  Church,  Poplarville,  College,  has  been  called  as  pastor 

amoving  from  by  Bethesda 

Pelahatchie  Church,  Terry,  and 

Church,  effective  has  been  ordained 

Jan.  1.  Prior  to  by  his  home 

Pelahatchie  he  V  church,  Lakeshore 

pastored  at  Calvary  “  *^r  Church  in  Jackson. 

Church,  Smithdale  *  U  Atwood,  a  Jackson 

He  has  served  on  m  resident,  was  li¬ 
the  Mississippi  Js  W  censed  also  by 

Baptist  Convention  Jfv  Lakeshore  Church. 


Board  since  1986 


Corbett  Atwood 

Holly  Church,  Alcorn  Association,  Jon  Daniels  began  his  ministry  with 
has  called  Philip  Cooper  as  pastor.  He  Southside  Church,  Jackson,  as 

moved  to  Holly  Church  from  Cor-  minister  of  education  and  youth  on 

nersville  Church  in  Union  County  jan.  8  He  moved  there  from  First 
Association.  .  i  — '  Church,  Avondale,  La.,  where  he  was 

First  Church,  Tupelo,  has  caned  Bill  ™"ister  of  music  and  y°uth  1)0031(1 
Bustin,  Jr.,  a  Mississippi  native,  to  ®ozeman  1S  P^tof- 
serve  as  minister  of  youth  and  ac-  t  <>o  ■■■— 

tivities.  He  is  moving  from  Camden,  I  ~'C  ro 

Ark.  I  •  9 


oviioiai  aitiu  tv  *  1 

r  m-vocational 

Scholarships  are  awarded  each  .  . 

year  to  ministerial  students  who  are  ministers  tO 
selected  by  the  Ministerial  Scholar-  .  tvt 

ship  Committee  of  Hardy  Church  and  111661  111  il.U. 
approved  by  the  membership.  Ap¬ 
plications  are  submitted  to  the  four  NEW  ORLEANS  —  A  South- 

Baptist  colleges  —Clarke  College,  Central  Regional  Bivocational 
Mississippi  College,  William  Carey  Ministry  Conference  will  be  held  at 
College,  and  Blue  Mountain  College  —  New  Orleans  Seminary,  March  17-18. 
and  awards  are  made  available  on  Training  sessions  will  include 

James  E.  Messer,  evangelist  from  Jan  1  of  each  year  and  can  be  applied  ‘‘Managing  Conflict,’’  “Preaching  Bi- 
i  ,o  „vo„  „  ..  .  Saraland.  Ala.  will  conduct  January  semester  tuition  credit  chosen  by  ble  Doctrines,"  “Pastoral  Leadership 

.  T,h(\  ?*n.  .12‘  BaP‘,st  Record  Bible  study  at  stanton  church,  Nat-  the  recipient.  Style,"  “Music  in  Worship,”  “The  Role 

stated  that  James  Anderson  Graves  chez,  Jan  29-31.  Studies  will  be  at  7  This  year  the  Committee  has  of  the  Minister’s  Wife,"  “Resources  for 
received  a  master  of  divinity  degree  p  m  on  Mon  and  Tues  nights.  Steve  awarded  a  $400  scholarship  to  Connie  Ministers  of  Music,”  and  ‘‘Personal 
from  Southern  Seminary  on  Dec.  16,  Purvis  is  pastor.  Marshall  of  Hardy.  Connie  is  a  Growth  for  Ministers*  Wives.” 

and  is  serving  at  Hamburg  Church,  freshman  attending  Clarke  College,  Cost  will  be  $10  per  person  or  $15  per 

Hamburg.  However,  though  he  was  or-  Newton.  She  is  19,  and  is  pursuing  an  couple  (price  includes  a  banquet  on 

dained  in  the  Hamburg  Church  at  Afghanistan,  called  the  "Crossroads  education  in  a  Christian  profession.  Friday  evening  I.  For  more  informa- 

Roxie,  Mississippi,  he  is  now  serving  of  Central  Asia”  is  virtually  She  attends  Hardy  Baptist  Church  .  tion,  contact  the  Office  of  Continuing 
750  miles  from  there  in  Conway  Com-  unevangelized.  There  are  several  and  is  active  in  all  phases  of  the  Education,  New  Orleans  Baptist 
munity  Church,  Salem,  Indiana.  He  unreached  peoples:  5.5  million  church’s  services.  Theological  Seminary,  3939  Gentilly 

received  the  master  of  divinity  in  Pushtuns ;  2.7  million  Thjiks ;  530, Q00  James  T.  England  is  Chairman,  Blvd  ,  New  Orleans,  La.,  70126,  or  call 
education  degree.  ^  Uzbeks;  and  270,000  Hazaras.  Scholarship  Committee.  (504  )  282-4455. 


Two  were  honored  for  perfect  atten¬ 
dance  in  Sunday  School  at  Bethel 
Church,  Poplarville.  Pictured,  are  Tiffany 
Smith,  1  year  and  Emelda  Jackson,  43 
years 


January  19,  1989 


